
The University of Connecticut 
women’s tennis team is heading 
down to Washington, D.C. to 
face the Georgetown Hoyas on 
Thursday. Then, they will take 
on the Villanova Wildcats in 
Pennsylvania on Saturday. 

The Huskies faced Marquette 
and Providence last weekend 
when they swept both teams 
7-0. 

Senior Cameron Didion, ju-
niors Ela Platenikova, Victo-
ria Matos and Isabella Asenov, 
sophomore Chloe Lomans and 
freshman Madison Mcleod 
all won their singles matches 
versus Marquette. Matos and 
Mcleod plus Asenov and Didion 
won their doubles matches as 
well. 

Against Providence, Plate-
nikova and Lomans plus 
Asenov and Didion won their 
doubles matches while Plate-
nikova, Lomans, Matos, Didion, 
Mcleod and Asenov all won 
their singles matches. 

In singles play, Asenov, Didi-
on and Lomans all lead the team 
with nine wins while only al-
lowing four losses. In doubles 
play, Matos and Platenikova 
lead with six wins, although 
Lomans and Mcleod are 5-0 and 
Matos and Mcleod are 3-0 this 
season. 

UConn is now 9-6 overall and 
3-2 in Big East play. 

The Hoyas come into this 
matchup with a record of 5-8 
overall and a 2-2 record in Big 
East play. 
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It rarely happens that an 
NHL team decides to fire their 
head coach right before the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. It’s even 
more rare when that team is 
already sitting in a playoff spot   

On Sunday, March 29, the 
Vegas Golden Knights (33-26-
16), released a statement say-
ing they were relieving head 
coach Bruce Cassidy of his 
duties and replacing him with 
John Tortorella. 

“We thank Bruce Cassidy for 
his dedication to our hockey 
club and community over the 
past four seasons,” said Gen-
eral Manager Kelly McCrim-
mon in a statement released 
Sunday. “Under Bruce’s lead-
ership, we reached our ulti-
mate goal in 2023 by bringing 
a Stanley Cup to Vegas. Bruce 
will forever be remembered 
with the utmost regard by our 
organization for what was ac-
complished here.   

McCrimmon added “With 
the stretch run of the 2025-26 
regular season upon us, we be-
lieve that a change is necessary 
for us to return to the level of 
play that is expected of our 
club. With John Tortorella, we 
bring in a Stanley Cup Cham-
pion as well as one of the most 
experienced and respected 
coaches in the NHL.  

Cassidy led the team to a 
Stanley Cup victory in 2023, 
just one year after the Boston 
Bruins organization fired him 
after six seasons. Cassidy’s 
tenure in Vegas resulted in a 
178-99-43 record across his 
four seasons as head coach. 

Fans should keep an eye on 
Cassidy, especially during the 
off-season as the veteran coach 
would be a good fit for a team 
ranking low in the standings 
looking to make a change to 
their coaching staff.  

Tortorella is no stranger to 
the NHL. He has served as 

head coach in the league for 
a total of 23 seasons, most re-
cently with the Philadelphia 
Flyers (2022-25). Tortorella 
also spent six seasons with the 
Colombus Blue Jackets where 
he led the team to its first ever 
second round appearance in 
the playoffs back in 2019.  

Tortorella’s most recent no-
table appearance in the coach-
ing setting was earlier this 
year where he served as the 
assistant coach for the Unit-
ed States. He helped lead the 
Americans to a gold medal 
win alongside current Knights 
players forward Jack Eichel 
and defenseman Noah Hani-
fin.  

Tortorella’s tenure with the 
team remains uncertain as he 
is on an agreement to coach the 
team throughout the regular 
season and the playoffs, grant-
ed Vegas secures a spot. A 
long-term agreement will then 
be discussed based on Tor-
torella’s performance as head 
coach, according to ESPN. 

“We’re in a tight race right 
now,” center Jack Eichel said in 
an interview with ESPN. “It’s 
the end of March, and we’re 
heading into April. At the end 
of the day, you’ve got to win 
hockey games this time of year.  

The Knights secured their 
first win under Tortorella on 
Monday night with a 4-2 win 
against the Vancouver Ca-
nucks. They have just seven 
games remaining in the regu-
lar season with 82 points. Be-
hind them are the Los Angeles 
Kings (76) fighting for third 
place in the Pacific division.  

It will be a crucial final few 
regular season games for the 
Knights who look to maintain 
a spot in the playoffs and for 
fans to see how well they per-
form under Tortorella, as his 
long-term position with the 
team remains uncertain.  

The Vegas Golden Knights 
face off against the Calgary 
Flames on Thursday with a 
start time of 7 p.m.

Georgetown is currently on 
a one-match win streak after 
beating Saint Josephs 7-0 on 
Sunday. However, 2-1 in their 
last three matches, beating Se-
ton Hall on Friday before losing 
to Saint John’s on Saturday. 

 Junior Katie Garofolo-Ro was 
named the BIG EAST Women’s 
Player of the Week on Monday 
after she went perfect in singles 
sets 3-0. 

Villanova enters the matchup 
10-7 overall and 1-1 in conference 
play. 

Last weekend, the Wildcats 
beat Rider University 6-1 on 
Thursday but fell to the Temple 
Owls 3-4 on Sunday. 

Senior Maggie Gehrig is one 
of two players on Villanova with 
a positive win-loss record, win-
ning seven matches while losing 
five. 

Freshman Alina Kornyeva is 
the other player with a positive 
win-loss record with five wins 
and four losses. 

In terms of doubles play, every 
player has a negative win-loss 
record, but senior Emi Callahan 
and Gehrig have a better win 
percentage, winning six doubles 
matches while losing seven. 

The Huskies have an overall 
record of 3-6 vs the Hoyas, with 
matches dating back to March 
21, 2009.  

UConn has an overall record 
of 11-4 against Villanova, with 
matches dating back to April 11, 
2009. In their last matchup on 
April 19, 2025, Villanova beat 
UConn 4-3. 

UConn will play Georgetown 
on April 2 at 9 a.m. and Villa-
nova on April 4 at 10 a.m.

John Tortorella, the new head coach of the Vegas Golden Knights, hosts a press conference in 
honor of the official announcement. Tortorella has a long coaching history in the NHL, making 
him a reliable candidate for the Golden Knights.
PHOTO COURTESY OF @VEGASGOLDENKNIGHTS ON INSTAGRAM.

UConn Women’s tennis players compete during a match against Bryant University at Magic 
Lincer Tennis Club on March 6, 2026. The UConn team won the match 7-0.
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