
Thursday, April 16, 2026 • DailyCampus.com 05

Life

Hearing Double:Hearing Double:  
Flying High

by Jenna Outcalt  |  NEWS EDITOR  |  SHE/HER/HERS  |  jenna.outcalt@uconn.edu

The album cover of Shaggy’s “Hot Shot” album, it was released in the year 2000.  A song called 
“Angel”  ft. Rayvon is featured on the album, and with its bright reggae sound, it became an 
instant hit.
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The cover art for Aerosmith’s single “Angel” which was featured on their 1987 studio album 
“Permanent Vacation”. This song is filled with their classic rock sound and backed by the 
story of the narrator missing their lover.
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Hello, and welcome to Hear-
ing Double, where I compare and 
contrast two unrelated songs of 
the same title and decide which 
title does the most justice! 

This week, we’re looking to the 
heavens with “Angel” by Shaggy 
and Rayvon or Aerosmith. Sar-
ah McLachlan’s “Angel” is too 
closely associated with shivering 
puppies in ASPCA commercials 
for me to review. 

Shaggy released reggae hit 
“Angel” in 2000 as part of his 
album “Hot Shot,” with Rayvon 
lending his voice to the chorus. 
The song praises a woman who 
has been there for the singer 
through the ups and downs of 
life.  

The song acknowledges the 
carefree nature of some romanc-
es, comparing life to “one big 
party when you’re still young.” 
However, it then immediately 
poses the ultimate question: 
“who’s gonna have your back 
when it’s all done?” 

The rest of the song essen-
tially answers that question by 
explaining how the subject of 
the song, the titular “angel,” has 
always stuck with the singer, 

even “through my incarcera-
tion.” The chorus says that the 
woman is “my friend when I’m 
in need,” emphasizing the very 
real importance of a relationship 
built on friendship as well as ro-
mance. 

Fans of Steve Miller Band 
will recognize the background 
track of “The Joker” supporting 
this song, and fans of the ‘80s in 
general will notice that the song 

samples Juice Newton’s “Angel 
of the Morning” for the chorus. 
This is an excellent example of 
sampling done right. Although 
the presence of each song is clear, 
they are remixed and blended 
with reggae influences to giv-
ing “Angel” an entirely distinct 
identity of its own. The music is 
upbeat yet calming, and it man-
ages to convey a sense of genuine 
admiration for the subject. 

Aerosmith’s “Angel” was a 
part of the fantastic 1987 “Per-
manent Vacation” album. It 
managed to be the band’s second 
highest song on the charts after 
“I Don’t Want To Miss A Thing,” 
despite many other hits with en-
during popularity.  

The song is a fantastic combi-
nation of everything Aerosmith 
is good at. It’s a rock power bal-
lad that allows Steven Tyler’s 
impressive vocals to shine with-
out sacrificing transcendent in-
strumentation, especially from 
Joe Perry on guitar and Joey 
Kramer on drums. Joe Perry also 
deserves a shoutout for his fabu-
lous backing vocals in this song. 

The song asks for the singer’s 
angel to “save me tonight” and 

“make it alright.” The verses ex-
plain how the narrator is aching 
from loneliness and needs his 
lover to heal the pain. It may be a 
little dramatic, but the power be-
hind the vocals manages to con-
vey an earnest sense of yearning 
for the missing lover. 

According to the bridge, the 
narrator’s lover is “the reason I 
live,” “the reason I die” and “the 
reason I cry,” elevating her to the 
ethereal status of an angel. Aero-
smith’s “Angel” puts the subject 
on a pedestal as the one thing 
that can end their suffering. 

I always love to hear a song 
that’s giving a woman so much 
credit, and I love it even more 
when I hear two songs doing 
that. However, Aerosmith’s 
song seems to be asking what 
the angel can do for them, while 
Shaggy and Rayvon simply pour 
out praise for their angel as she 
is. After all, the real angels are 
the people who stick by our side 
when the going gets tough. 

Winner: Shaggy 
and Rayvon
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