
Thursday, April 16, 2026 • DailyCampus.com

Opinion
08

Huskytalk  | What’s the best way to scare off UConn tour groups? 

“Talk about the cockroaches 
and bats in North.”

Kevin, Brenda and Crystal

“Eat at South. Their child is 
going to live at North.”

Sage and Debora  

“Talk about taking down a 
light post or national champi-
onship prep.”

Chase, Aaron, Jeremy and James 

Europe’s Political Crossroad:
Viktor Orban

In Hungary last weekend, 
Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban and his party lost in a 
landslide election. For many 
across the world this resulted 
in a great sigh of relief, know-
ing that the far-right in Eu-
rope just suffered a huge de-
feat. While not trying to take 
away from the celebrations, 
we must remember that Eu-
rope’s far-right is still there 
and in defeat they learn.    

Orban was one of the lon-

gest serving far-right lead-
ers in Europe in the mod-
ern era. Since taking office 
in 2010, he built a Hungary 
where democracy was an af-
terthought. From his party 
rewriting the constitution 
to handing out government 
contracts to loyal allies, Or-
ban changed Hungary. His 
stances became the stances 
of the entire nation, whether 
it was on immigration, con-
tacts with Moscow or eco-

nomics, no matter if it actu-
ally benefits the Hungarian 
people or not.   

The far right will learn 
from Orban. They will use 
this election as a case study 
on what not to do once pow-
er is achieved. They under-
stand that what killed Or-
ban’s campaign was foreign 
policy and the youth vote. 
In previous election cycles, 
Orban campaigned hard on 
his arm’s length approach 
to the European Union. He 
positioned himself as a road-
block to Europe on issues 
such as immigration. Now, 

in 2026, that same roadblock 
stance hurt his campaign as 
his opposition made it a key 
issue to strengthen ties with 
Brussels.  Orban’s comments 
on Ukraine, and how his op-
ponent was a puppet of Kyiv, 
did not find favor with the 
voting public. This is what 
the far-right will learn from 
going into regional, federal 
and EU elections. Don’t be 
surprised if far-right politi-
cians distance themselves 

from making comments on 
Ukraine or their Euros-
cepticism. On the youth 
vote, Orban lost because of 
his inability to effectively 
use modern media outlets. 
He also lost because of the 
crackdowns his government 
had on nightlife.    

In Orban’s defeat, Europe’s 
far-right lost a huge player 
and spouter of far-right ide-
als and policies. Europe’s far-
right will shutter in the short 
term with no veteran leader, 
but there’s a possibility that 
they work better from the out-
side in. Being removed from 

government and policy mak-
ing, they can paint a picture 
of the political elite and how 
they are “fighting against 
them.” From the outside, they 
can always push problems on 
the current ruling party and 
leaders. They don’t have to 
take accountability for the is-
sue their country faces. Then, 
they can run campaigns of be-
ing the people who can fix the 
nation. Running campaigns 
that portray them as the “de-

fenders and fighters for a bet-
ter nation” while their oppo-
nents are the issue. From the 
outside, they can point out a 
“problem” and then be the 
“solution” to that “problem.”  

Another point to be made is 
the fact that there are still far 
right leaders in some Europe-
an countries. Giorgia Meloni, 
the current Prime Minister of 
Italy, is an example. Her party 
has held power since 2022 and 
has only become more populist 
with time. So, the question is, 
can Meloni be a rallying point 
or not?  If yes, how would the 
far-right change under the guid-

ance of Meloni. Would they take 
a more faith-based approach, 
or would they hold fast to their 
own ideals? If not, would far 
right leaders push for a united 
front where multiple parties 
unite to form a coalition?   

Take for example the state-
ment put out by far-right poli-
tician Geert Wilders of the 
Netherlands. Wilders states 
“His brave and fierce resis-
tance to illegal immigration 
and woke nonsense is an ex-

ample for the rest of Europe”. 
Wilders put his support be-
hind Orban and wants Europe 
to use Orban as an example. 
This is clearly showing that 
there is a web between far-
right parties already.    

All in all, Europe and Hun-
gary should rejoice that de-
mocracy has prevailed, though 
all nations should keep in 
mind that the work is far from 
over and that it might never 
be finished. There will always 
be a person with fringe beliefs 
seeking power, and there will 
always be people who listen to 
them. The important step is to 

provide a united front against 
those who hold those fringe 
ideas and clearly say “we don’t 
like you or your ideas, so shove 
it.”  Leaders from across Eu-
rope and the world should be 
ready to give support to the 
incoming party of Hungary 
and the expected new Prime 
Minister, Peter Magyar. It will 
not be an easy task for Magyar 
to undo 16 years of Orban, but 
with the right support, Hun-
gary can thrive.   

A man waves a Hungarian flag as he celebrates in the streets after the announcement of partial results of the Hungarian parliamentary in Budapest, Hungary, 
Sunday, April 12, 2026.
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