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Trendsetter: Award 
season brings forth 
politics and culture

Active celebr ity trends 
are beg inning to catch up 
w ith the world around 
them as the award season 
has beg un. Some of the 
most popular award shows 
in the world took place 
dur ing the last month, in-
cluding the Golden Globes 
on Sunday, Jan. 1 1  and the 
Grammy Awards on Sun-
day, Feb. 1 .  These shows 
presented themes of polit i-
cal par t icipation and cul-
ture shar ing — two things 
that the public and col-
lege students do reg ularly. 

Hello and welcome back 
to my column, “ Trendset-
ter,” where I discuss and 
dissect cur rent trends. To-
day ’s issue w il l  dive into 
recent award shows, spe-
cif ical ly the Grammys, re-
garding themes of speeches 
as well  as fashion choices.  

The overall  theme of the 
Grammys this year was 
boldness, w ith the excep-
t ion of a few attendees. 
From Chappell  Roan’s top-
less nipple-r ing dress to 
Teyana Taylor ’s asy mmet-
r ic cut-out dress,  celebr i-
t ies were on f ull  display on 
the red car pet.  A lthough 
maybe the show y-ness of 
several outf its were taken 
to extremes we have not 
seen before, these out-
f its were reminiscent of 
the “naked-dress” trend, 
which was popular ized 
in the 2 010 s by stars l ike 
R ihanna, Kendall  Jen-
ner and Jennifer L opez.  

These dar ing choices 
were on brand w ith the 2 016 
rev ival that I  discussed 
in my last two issues, and 
were a ju xtaposit ion to 
the r ise of conser vative 
fashion that took the me-
dia by stor m in the 2 02 0 s 
af ter Sof ia R ichie,  the 
Kardashian-Jenners and 
others seemingly changed 
aesthetics and opted for 
more concealing att ire.  

On a more ser ious note, 
many celebr it ies also took 
to the red car pet and stage 
to share their thoughts and 
opinions on the cur rent 
state of U. S. polit ics.  At the 

Golden Globes, pins that 
read “ICE OUT ” or “BE 

GOOD” were wor n by ce-
lebr it ies such as Mark Ruf-

falo,  Wanda Sykes, Natasha 
Lyonne and A r iana Grande. 
Ruf falo also spoke on the 
red car pet to share his neg-
ative opinions on ICE . At 
the Grammys, Justin and 
Hailey Bieber, Joni Mitch-
el l ,  Bi l l ie Eil ish and Bad 
Bunny wore the same pins.  

Ei l ish and Bad Bun-
ny also used their ac-
ceptance speeches to 
speak on ICE and an-
t i-immig rant rhetor ic.  

“Before I say thanks to 
God, I ’m going to say ICE 
out,” Bad Bunny said. 
“ We’re not savages, we’re 
not animals,  we’re not 
al iens — we’re humans.” 

Bad Bunny has become 
quite the trend himself, 
too. The ar t ist became the 
talk of the nation af ter he 
was announced to headline 
the Superbowl LX half t ime 
show on Sunday, Feb. 8 ,  and 
he gained media attention 
af ter taking home three 
Grammys Sunday night. 
His half t ime per for mance 
w il l  make histor y, set to 
be entirely in Spanish, ac-
cording to an ar t icle by the 
A P News published on Feb. 
4 .  Bad Bunny ’s A lbum of 
the Year Grammy w in also 
made histor y as the f irst 
Spanish-lang uage album to 
do so. He and other Latin 
ar t ists are shar ing their 
culture w ith w ide audi-
ences dur ing a t ime of eth-
nic and polit ical tension.  

But polit ical ly-charged 
acceptance speeches are 
nothing new. I would l ike 

to f lash back in t ime to re-
v isit  a moment in 1973 that 
became a prominent pre-
decessor to the kinds of 
speeches we st i l l  see today.  

Marlon Brando was set 
to w in Best Actor at the 
1973 Oscars for his role 
in “ The Godfather.” How-
ever, v iewers and attend-
ees were shocked when a 
woman, named Sacheen 
Litt lefeather, who was an 
Indigenous actress and Na-
t ive A mer ican civ i l  r ights 
act iv ist,  went on stage in-
stead. Brando ref used his 
award in protest of the 
mistreatment and misrep-
resentation of Indigenous 
people in the f i lm industr y. 
You can v iew Litt lefeath-
er ’s speech on the of f icial 
Oscars YouT ube channel. 

Polit ical speech and cul-
ture shar ing are extremely 
common and relevant to-
day, but there was a t ime not 
long ago when they weren’t 
(and not as accepted, ei-
ther).  Litt lefeather herself 
was blacklisted f rom the 
Academy Awards, unti l 
they released a for mal apol-
og y just months before her 
death in October of 2 02 2 .  

W hile today ’s issue may 
have explored heav ier 
topics than usual,  these 
events are aspects of pop 
culture nonetheless and 
have even more room to 
be explored. T une in next 
t ime to examine trends 
that have emerged or cy-
cled back into v iew as 
Febr uar y beg ins to close! 
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Bad Bunny holds the three Grammys he won during the award ceremony on Sunday, Feb. 1. 
He is the first artist to win Album of the Year with a primarily Spanish-language album.
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Billie Eilish and FINNEAS give an acceptance speech at the 2026 Grammys after 
winning Song of the Year for their song “WILDFLOWER.” This marks Eilish’s 10th 

Grammy win.
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