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Former WNBA player Chamique
Holdsclaw gives powerful
testimony on asking for help.
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THE BIG APPLE:

Jets and Giants win Week 1 for
first time since 2009

SPORTS EVENTS
OF THE WEEK

BASEBALL
Friday | 2 p.m | Ellipt Ballpark

FIELD HOCKEY
Friday | 3 p.m | Place Sherman
Family Complex

MEN’S SOCCER
Friday | 6 p.m. | Morrone
Stadium

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
Friday | 7 p.m. | UConn
Volleyball Center

WOMEN’S CROSS
COUNTRY

Saturday | Hanover, NH
(Dartmouth)

FOOTBALL
Saturday | 7 p.m. | Hattiesburg,
MS (Southern Miss)

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
Saturday |12 p.m. | UConn
Volleyball Center

SOFTBALL
Saturday | 1 p.m. | Burrill
Family Field

WOMEN’S HOCKEY
Saturday | 3 p.m. | Toscano Ice
Forum
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MEME OF THE DAY

UConn Fire now providing
paramedic services to Storrs campus

by Malek Sidani
CONTRIBUTOR
HE/HIM/HIS
mms21013@uconn.edu

Firefighters from the
University of Connecti-
cut Fire Department are
now providing para-
medic services to the
Storrs campus. Previ-
ously, this service was
only provided through
Windham Hospital or
other nearby systems.

“At the Farmington
station, we are allowed
through our state Ili-
censing to perform [Ad-
vanced Life Support]
services for the cam-
pus,” UCFD Fire Chief
Christopher Renshaw
said. “Here in Storrs,
we were restricted in
establishing a program
because the primary
service area belongs to
Windham Hospital’s
paramedic program.”

Advanced Life Sup-
port services are the lev-
el of care in prehospital
emergency medicine
provided by licensed
paramedics. Until now,
UCFD firefighters could
only provide Basic Life
Support, even if they
held a paramedic li-
cense.

“Pretty much, this
program allows us to
begin care, statistically,
a little bit sooner than
prior,” UCFD Adminis-
trative Captain Anthony
Ruggiero said.

This expansion of ser-
vices is officially titled
the Supplemental First
Responder Mobile In-
tensive Care Paramedic
Program, and UCFD is
confident it will bring
more personalized ALS
care to Storrs.
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which will allow UCFD to provide Advanced Life Support services.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE FIRE, DIVISION OF UNIVERSITY OF SAFETY

“There’s a difference
between someone who’s
delivering it from the
inside,” UCFD Captain
Neil Prendergast said.
“We’re part of the sys-
tem.”

UCFD Lieutenant Jo-
seph Speich said that
the program will also
provide faster access to
ALS, as well as a “bet-
ter understanding of the
campus...a better under-
standing of the student
population in general.”

UCFD also talked
about how they can re-

direct patients to uni-
versity resources like
Student Health and
Wellness.

“We’re just a lot more
familiar with the sys-
tem,” UCFD Captain Ja-
cob Miceli said, “So it’s
a better, more thorough
level of care.”

Renshaw said that as
of Tuesday, UCFD has
already been able to re-
spond and provide ALS
care to 30 of the 50 calls
they have received since
the program began in

July.

Since the strong start
to the program, UCFD
is hopeful about estab-
lishing 24/7 paramedic
staffing at their Storrs
station.

“We don’t have the
staffing in the fire de-
partment at Storrs spe-
cifically to be 100%,”
Renshaw said. “And that
is the direction we need
to go for the safety of
our students, staff and
faculty.”

Prendergast said the
department is looking
to have a paramedic on

ogram is being implemented

duty 24/7, like in Farm-

ington.
The Supplemental
First Responder pro-

gram was established
through a bill that be-
came effective on Oct. 1,
2025.

“We had, as a depart-
ment, been advocating
for such a capability
for over 30 years,” Ren-
shaw said. “[The bill]
was championed by not
only the department but
the firefighter’s union
and President Radenka
Maric herself.”

Fire department vehicles sitting at the front of UConn’s Fire Department. A new program is being imple-
mented which will allow UCFD to provide Advanced Life Support services.
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