
Homecoming Registration Due – September 14th

A Talk with Chamique Holdsclaw – September 14th - 7 pm - 
SU Theatre

SHAW Involvement Fair – September 16th – 10 am - SU Mall

Dive Into SUBOG – September 17th- 2 pm – SU Mall

Six Flags Travel Trip – Details to come on our Instagram @
subogatuconn

Any questions? Email subog@uconn.edu and check out @
subogatuconn on Instagram for updates on our events!

SUBOG Weekly Events: 

September 14th - September 19th

Thursday, September 10, 2026 • DailyCampus.com04
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“Who Loves the Sun” is more like “Who 
Loves Hell”

by Jaylyn Davis
STAFF WRITER
SHE/HER/HERS
iue25001@uconn.edu

Chat Pile’s recently announced tour, “Europe Loves the Sun” travels through countries throughout Europe 
such as France and the United Kingdom.  PHOTO COURTESY OF @CHATPILEBAND ON INSTAGRAM

Today, you expect metal 
music to be nonexistent 
due to the immense popu-
larity of pop, hip-hop and 
numerous other genres. 
However, American band 
Chat Pile disproves this 
by releasing their newest 
album, “Who Loves the 
Sun,” on Friday, Sept. 4. 

Growing up, I loved lis-
tening to rock and metal 
music from the 1980s, 
1990s and 2000s. When 
I listened to this album, I 
felt like I was listening to 
Nirvana, Metallica and ev-
ery other metal and rock 
artist from those eras. 
While the album’s nostal-
gic feeling intrigued me, 
what struck me the most 
was that even though the 
album’s title mentions the 
sun, the album is ominous 
and dismal. Nearly all its 
songs are encompassed 
with horror, making the 
album title satirical. 

Kicking off with “Crea-
ture,” the album whips 
you with dramatic drum 
melodies that set the stage 
for the bold vibes the al-
bum contains. After hear-
ing drums for a chunk of 
the beginning, an electric 
guitar comes in while 
Chat Pile’s lead singer, 
Raygun Busch, fills the 
listener’s ears with vocals 
depicting a post-apoca-
lyptic society where ani-
mals are slaughtered and 
cities are either flooded or 
buried in ash. 

“Deep Blue” contains 
similar emotions to “Crea-
ture.” While drums and 
guitar fill the background 
music, Busch changes the 
album’s mood from bold-
ness to gloom by sing-

ing about depression 
and the unwillingness 
to fight it. A couple of 
memorable lyrics from 
the song are “Even 
though you know / The 
clock is ticking down / 
With no more life to live 
/ The time to act is now” 
and “But that could nev-
er be / You move deeper 
into screens / Into the 
deep blue sea.” 

Succeeding “Deep 
Blue” is “Same Rules,” 
which is a little differ-
ent. Compared to “Crea-
ture” and “Deep Blue,” 
the drums and guitar 
are mellower. Instead 
of sounding like a rock 
tune from the 1990s, 
“Same Rules” showcas-
es harmonies that can 
be found in 1960s funk 
songs. 

“PEN I S MALL” is 
one of those songs that 
depicts the atrocious so-
ciety that laborers work 
in. While the drums 
act as the driving force, 
Busch sings about harsh 
working conditions and 
the merciless environ-
ment that laborers toil 
in. You can tell that the 
song’s main emotion 
is anger since Busch’s 
vocals sound like fiery 
shouts. There are times 
when Busch is yelling. 

In “Shrine,” the envi-
ronment is not as tense. 
Busch’s vocals are a lit-
tle more relaxed and 
while the drums and 
electric guitar linger in 
the background, Busch 
returns to a post-apoca-
lyptic theme. Through-
out the song, he ref-
erences grieving and 
bringing the dead back 
to life. 

“Intruder” is one of 
my favorite songs from 

the album. Not only do 
the lyrics portray horror, 
but Busch’s voice sounds 
deep at times, further en-
hancing the song’s mood. 

“Christabel ’26” is one 
of the album’s darkest 
songs. Beginning with a 
suspenseful electric gui-
tar, the song’s volume re-
peatedly intensifies. Fur-
thermore, Busch’s vocals 
are saturated with terror 
as he paints an image of 
murder and house raids 
— a very common occur-
rence in the United States 
due to the ongoing public 
presence of the United 
States Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. 

One of my least favor-
ite songs from the album 
is “Influence.” While the 
song was enjoyable, I felt 
bored by the final chorus 
because there’s not much 
variety in tempo or back-
ground music. The lyrics 
were also hard to under-
stand because they were 
sung so swiftly. However, 
one thing I liked about the 
tune was that the intro’s 

drum and guitar rhythms 
reminded me of Nirvana’s 
“In Bloom.”  

“Family Funeral” is an-
other sinister song from 
the album. Compared to 
the other songs, the in-
tro is much slower. It’s 
not until the one-minute 
mark that you begin hear-
ing Busch’s voice. 

The tune’s principal 
topics are hatred and ho-
micide. While the mur-
der scenes in “Christabel 
‘26” were a part of house 
raids, the murder scenes 
in “Family Funeral” re-
volved around relation-
ship complications and 
revenge. Using desper-
ate vocals, Busch sings 
about slashing his lover 
and children with a knife 
because of his lover leav-
ing him and getting a new 
spouse. 

The final song, “Octo-
ber All the Time,” is very 
distinct from the other 
songs. Instead of express-
ing terror, the song ends 
the album on an optimis-
tic note. The guitar and 

vocals are smooth for 
about two thirds of the 
song, which discusses 
hope and says that ev-
erything is going to be all 
right. In the final third of 
the song, the vibe changes 
to rock, and the song’s ti-
tle is consistently repeat-
ed. 

I enjoyed listening to 
this album. As someone 
who loves rock and metal 
music from the late 20th 
century, this album really 
hit home. I also love the 
sarcasm within the title. 
It infers that happiness is 
difficult to find in a world 
ruled by atrocious gov-
ernments and inequali-
ty. One thing I wish the 
album had was more di-
verse sounds. While all 
the songs are decent, most 
of them had similar back-
ground music, making 
the album’s quality a little 
bland. 

Rating: 4/5   

“As someone 
who loves rock 

and metal 
music from 

the late 20th 
century, this 

album really hit 
home.”

Chat Pile releases their new album “Who Loves the Sun” on September 4, 2026. 
Their rock style music is perfect for fans of the genre.  PHOTO COURTESY OF @CHATPILEBAND 
ON INSTAGRAM


