
PAGE 6              THE ADVISOR		  July 8, 2025

Sons And Daughters Of  Italy Annual
“Christmas In July” Toy Drive

Pictured (L-R): 2024 toy drive, committee mem-
bers Donna Casciello, Ralph Casciello, Charlene Lo-
gan, Georgianna Hull and Lucille DeGregorio.

North Haven: The Community Outreach Commit-
tee of the North Haven Sons and Daughters of Italy 
is currently holding their annual “Christmas in July” 
toy drive for the Yale New Haven Hospital Toy Closet 
Program. Please help us provide toys, so the Pro-
gram can distribute a toy to every child that is dis-
charged from the hospital. Donations can be made at 

the following North Haven locations by July 23rd:
Arnold’s Jewelers, 117 Washington Avenue; Nick’s 

CharPit/Papas Scoop, 22 Middletown Avenue; Ter-
race of Beauty, 380 Washington Avenue.

Additionally, the committee will be collecting on 
the North Haven Green on Saturday, July 25th from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Come visit us and bring a 
donation - we would love to meet you!

For more information about Lodge 2805, please 
visit our website at www.northhavenlodge2805.club.

North Haven to Become a Tourism Mecca

The Town of North Haven near for-
mer the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Rail line west of the current 
CSX Rail Yard (known as the Western 
Hump Yard) with your help The Friends 
of Cedar Hill Yard create a working 
representation of the New Haven’s Ce-
dar Hill Rail Yard utilizing the existing 
tracks, buildings, tunnels, structures, 
light towers and artifacts.

Our Mission is to preserve and pro-
tect the History of THE NY, NH&HRR 
through Education, Information and 
Events related to how the Railroad 
served the Northeast. The New Haven 
RR helped to put the East Coast on 
the map with a State of the Art train car 
classification yard where rail cars from 
across the nation were sorted and as-
sembled into trains for north and south 
destinations.

The current CSX Cedar Hill Yard 
albeit a fraction of the size the former 
yards were is still an interchange for 
several short line Railroads that con-
tinue to serve those destinations in a 
similar fashion. The last load out facility 
at Cedar Hill Yard consisted of a ware-
house building with 36 bays where rail 
cars were off loaded on one side and 
forklift operators loaded the goods into 
tractor trailers at thew other side. The 
building was demolished in the early 
‘70’s when the State of CT built the 
Universal Drive flyover. Since then the 
area has been built out into an incred-
ible shopping experience. Now imagine 
adding in our Museum project, attract-
ing Tourists from near and far to shop, 
dine and visit our working Rail Yard 
with Speeder rides, rail bikes and in 
conjunction with AMTRAK, CSX and 
Metro North Rail Fan rides.

The New Haven was a behemoth Puzzle on Page 5 
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Great Gift for the Angler!

who’s history must be preserved. 
Included in our plan will be preserva-
tion on wildlife and habitats, green 
space with picnic opportunities and 
in the nearby Quinnipiac River fish-
ing and boating. We are attempting to 
get the Cedar Hill Yard on the State 
list of Historic places. An opportunity 
to accomplish that dissolved in an ar-
son for in the mid ‘70’s where the old 
roundhouses stood. That site is now a 
load out facility for a trucking company 
handling lumber.

The New Haven Railroad pioneered 
TOFC-Trailer on Flat Car means of 

moving pre loaded trailers on trains 
where they were then driven to custom-
ers locally and throughout the neigh-
boring states. The Interstate Highway 
System made the freight rail business 
obsolete.

“What goes around comes around”. 
The current state of affairs has made 
shipping by rail an attractive alternative 
again. Railroads are making a come-
back primarily by the Short Line Rail-
roads who have taken over portions of 
the New Haven. Similarly that is hap-
pening all across the Nation.

There are already several Railroad 
Museums throughout CT, many have 
Fan Trips including the Essex Steam 
Railroad. No doubt there’s a big inter-
est in Railroading and because of The 
New Haven the State of CT is a des-
tination for that purpose. The Friends 
of Cedar Hill Yard will become and en-
hance that experience! We endeavor to 
create a Railroad Museum Consortium 
in CT and perhaps become a model for 
other states across the Nation to do 
the same. Currently I am a sustaining 
Member of the New Haven Railroad 
Technical & Historical Association 
and Board Member/Secretary to the 
Friends of Cedar Hill Yard Working 
Group founded by President Matthew 
Chase who’s dad worked on the New 
Haven back in the day.

PRESIDENT’S/
PROVOST’S LISTGRADUATES

American
International College

   Hamden resident, ToRae Wright 
has graduated from American In-
ternational College (AIC) with a 
Bachelor of Science in Athletic 
Administration and Leadership.

Clark University
  Hamden resident, Attilio Jo-
seph LaVecchia received a 
degree from Clark University dur-
ing the University’s 121st Com-
mencement exercises held on 
May 19th.
	 LaVecchia graduated with a 
Master of Business Administra-
tion and is a member of the Beta 
Gamma Sigma honor society.

Hofstra University
	 Hofstra University is proud to 
release the Spring 2025 Provost’s 
List, which recognizes students 
who earned a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average.
	 Local students who earned 
placement on the list include:
	 Northford: Christina Riggione, 
major is Psychology.
	 Wallingford: Madison Demko, 
major is English.

Nichols College
	 Nichols College is proud to 
recognize the academic accom-
plishments of the following area 
students who were named to the 
Spring 2025 President’s List:
	 Northford: Catherine Pollock, 
John Pollock.

Univ. of Bridgeport
	 University of Bridgeport con-
gratulates the following local area 
students who were named to the 
Spring 2025 President’s List:
	 Hamden: Ikami Badjilma, Em-
ily Johnson, Kindja Mweze, Hai-
lyn Peralta, Beth Quarford.
	 Wallingford: Emily Chase.

• • • •
FOR SALE: Swan Hose 
Contractor Plus, heavy 
duty commercial grade, 
100’x5/8”, brand new, never 
used $50; (203) 234-2377   •


