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CCSU’s ROTC cadets watch as veterans recieve awards for their brav-
ery; Elijah Hernandez The Recorder

CCSU Salutes Its Heroes: Veterans
Day Ceremony Celebrates Service

In a proud salute to
those who served, the Cen-
tral Connecticut State Univer-
sity Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment honored the heroes who
have worn the nation’s uniform.

Led by Interim Dean Dr. Gil-
bert Gigliotti, the department
hosted a heartfelt Veterans Day
ceremony recognizing student
veterans,  active-duty  mem-
bers and others whose courage
and sacrifice continue to in-
spire the university community.

The event began with a perfor-
mance of the national anthem,
followed by a touching rendi-

and Sacrifice

By Nicolina Coronis
Staff Writer

tion of “Amazing Grace” from
the CCSU Wind Ensemble. The
music set a solemn and respect-
ful tone as attendees gathered
to reflect on the meaning of ser-
vice, patriotism and sacrifice.

Three veterans and active-duty
members were honored. The Stu-
dent Veteran Award was present-
ed to Andrew Willard, who served
four years in the U.S. Air Force.
Willard reflected on the appreci-
ation for those who have served.

“You see people going out
and getting the recognition
they really didn’t have ... it’s
cool seeing all the ceremo-
nies happening,” Willard said.

The Great Elm VFW Post 9945
Wethersfield Veterans  Schol-
arship was awarded to U.S.
Army Guard Specialist Alexa
M. Duran. The Veterans Public
Service Award for excellence
was awarded to U.S. Navy Re-
serve Cmdr. John R. Buckley.

The ceremony gave recogni-
tion to those awarded and to
the branches of the military. In
a speech delivered by Gigliot-
ti, he advised people on how to
properly recognize a veteran.

“How can we pay our respects

See Veterans on Page 2

Smith’s Late Game
Heroics Helps Central
Upset Boston College

By Noah Gavin
Staff Writer

CCSU won a men’s basketball

CHESTNUT HILL, game against Boston College.

Mass. — As time ran down
at Conte Forum, Blue Devils
sophomore forward Darin
Smith Jr. made a bucket in
traffic to push Central to a
one-point lead over Boston
College. The Eagles had just
three seconds to respond,

but they missed the jumper.
The Blue Devils erupted in
celebration on the court, with
hugs and fist bumps galore, as
Central won.

Smith didn’t let the clock or the
environment get to him and had
only one thought on his mind as
the game hung in the balance.

“Just finish the game,” he said.
“Just make the right play to win
the game.”

Smith thinks that finishing wins
against schools like this is just
another day at the office for the

) ) Blue Devils.
In the 60-59 victory, senior

guard Melo Sanchez tied for
the game high with 17 points
off the bench, and Smith
added 14 points and five
rebounds to go along with his
game-winner.

“We work out and our team
works every day for moments
like this,” he said.

He knows how much the hard
work pays off for the team.

The Blue Devils entered a
loud Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence arena and took care of
business. It is the first time

“[This game] shows the heart

See Upset on Page 5

James Jones coming up with a huge block; Noah Gavin The
Recorder
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to our veterans ... two words:
thank you,” Gigliotti said.

Buckley followed that by ad-
dressing the need for patriotism.

“This hall should be filled ...
think about the sacrifices fam-
ilies have made,” Buckley said.

Christian Gutierrez, who works
for the Veterans Affairs Depart-

Veterans Continued

From Page 1

ment at CCSU, shared how the
department is there for students.

“Central is recognized as a mil-
itary-friendly school ... at one
point these people were in uni-
form out there and now they are
reintegrating into society ... and
that’s where we come in, and
the university,” Gutierrez said.

The event also allowed time

to speak with veterans who
were there to show their sup-
port for the award recipients.

Veteran Raymond L. Carri-
er attended the event and sat
on stage as someone who has
received these awards in the
past. Carrier expressed deep
respect for military members.

“The warmest thing to a veteran’s

heart is that they’ve recognized
that even though some of us didn’t
return, some of us did, and they
deserve our thanks,” Carrier said.

SCAN FOR OUR LINKS
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OPINION

Zohran Mamdani during his acceptence speech talk about the future he has planned for
New York City; photo credit ABC7 New York

Z.ohran Mamdani’s City of Ember

NCW

largest capitalist city in the
world, has just elected a
democratic  socialist mayor.

York, the

Zohran Mamdani uses a mix-
ture of charisma and utopianism
to sell his vision for solving
the city’s affordability crisis.

His upbeat presentation reas-
sures voters, especially Gen
Z, that his policies will func-
tion in practice. Yet cities that
have adopted similar promis-
es rarely manage to keep them.

Consider his promise of fare-
free buses. The idea sounds
utopian, and in fact it is, as the
real-world record demonstrates.

By Nicholas Dest
Staff Writer
Kansas City was the first ma- failed adoption of social-
jor U.S. city to make buses fully ist programs in U.S. cities.
free starting in 2020. Once the
Covid stimulus dried up, the pro- Mamdani also promises gov-
gram faced major budget short- ernment-sponsored grocery
falls totaling $30 million. The stores and subsidized child-

city recently announced buses
will no longer be free in 2026.

Washington D.C, passed legis-
lation to make buses fare-free in
2022 but ultimately terminated
the policy due to a lack of funding.

Salt Lake City introduced
“Fare Free February,” a tem-
porary pilot program in 2022,
which the city deemed a “suc-
cess” city. Yet the program
hasn’t been reintroduced since,
perhaps due to budget strains.

These are just a few exam-
ples of many, illustrating the

care. These are ambitious pro-
grams that would further strain
New York’s already narrow tax
base. But the idea, in theory, is
to fund these programs through
increased taxes on corporations
and high-net-worth individuals.

Interestingly, Mamdani’s beliefs
contradict the revenue model he
plants to enact, declaring “I don’t
think we should have billionaires.”

Without taking from billionaires
and high-net-worth individuals
every one of his policies will crum-
ble, but pleasing the everyday New
Yorker with such statements like-

Have a story that needs to be told?
Tips or ledes that should be investigated?

Email us at elijahh@my.ccsu.edu
or fill out the contact form on our website
centralrecorder.org

ly took precedence over reality.

In fact, that sentiment seems
to be the backbone of his en-
tire agenda, grounded in fan-
tasy and detached from an en-
try-level  economics  course.

When a city builds its future de-
pendent on high earners, its pri-
ority should be keeping them,
not driving them away. And if
the group that already contrib-
utes roughly half of the tax reve-
nue decides to leave, Mamdani’s
City of Dreams will begin to re-
semble a City of Ember—glow-
ing with promise but destined
to fail once the power goes out.
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By Nicolina Coronis
Staff Writer

As the lunch rush hits
the Student Center, both commut-
ers and residents face the daily
dilemma of finding the perfect
place to eat on campus, a spot
that fits their budget, tastes good
and is convenient. But for many,
limited dining options and tight
schedules make eating on campus
more of a challenge than a break.

Between the buzzing Student
Center, the all-you-can-eat setup
at Memorial Hall, and the classic
options at Hilltop Café, CCSU
students are constantly weigh-
ing cost against convenience and
the possibility of meal plans.

When it comes to eating between
classes, there’s one question ev-
ery commuter asks at some point:
Do I eat on campus or try to bring
and store my own lunch? Bring-
ing food from home comes with
its own challenges, like figuring

out how to keep it fresh between
classes. Moments like that make
you wish a car refrigerator came
standard with your parking pass.

Freshman Ceirsten Carrethers
prefers bringing her lunch to
campus as a more cost-effective
way to eat throughout the day.

“I feel like it’s a cheaper option
because you can bring multiple
things, not just one meal for a
price of multiple,” Carrethers said.

The trick to keeping lunch on cam-
pus is selecting nonrefrigerated
options so a commuter can keep
their lunch in their bag or car; how-
ever, this tends to become boring.

With pricey options on cam-
pus, Carrethers is not the only
commuter who brings a meal to
campus. When a commuter has
classes multiple times a week,
the price of meals adds up fast,
becoming a weekly bill on top
of that lovely weekly gas bill.

The Student Center attracts a lot

This WeeksCampus
Events

Beyond Access: Tackling Disparities
in Reproductive and Maternal
Health, Nov. 13, 4:15 p.m.

Willard DiLoreto D121

Cannonball Free Swim, Nov. 13, 8:30

p.m.
Kaiser Hall

Al Hackathom Competition!, Nov. 18,

7 p.m.
Robert Vance 005

of commuters because there is
no need for a meal plan there,
like at Memorial Hall. Com-
muter Pacifique Kalala sees
the cost of food on campus as
a challenge for commuters.

“Ienjoy Devil’s Den. When you’re
a commuter and buying it, like
$20 here and $20 there, it’s kind
of discouraging,” Kalala said.

Kalala was a former resident and
shares both sides of the story.

“I will definitely say when I
lived on campus, Devil’s Den
was my favorite, and dining
hall-wise, Hilltop,” Kalala said.

Dining halls can be foreign to
commuters because of the need
for meal plans. Some commuters
have found meal plans beneficial,
especially if they find themselves
on campus for the majority of the
week. Acommuter meal plan could
be a potential solution to lowering
the weekly cost of commuter life.

Commuter Cody Dzis has go-

to spots, and spots to avoid.

“Usually, I like to order from Sub
Connection. From my experiences
ordering at each one, they’re the
most consistent with the amount
of time it takes to make the orders

.. and they always get my order
correct,” Dzis said. “The Grille is
the other go-to spot for me, be-
cause if [ want more dinner-type
food, if I’'m at campus later in
the day, it’s a great choice.”

Costs for the food options at
Devil’s Den, to Dzis, are some-
thing that seems understandable.

“I feel as if there are solid pric-
es on sandwiches because with
everything the school needs to
purchase for their kitchen’s inven-
tory, it costs a pretty penny, and
people probably don’t realize that.
I’d say the food is priced fair-
ly for the most part,” Dzis said.

With a mostly great review of the
Student Center options and prices,
Dzis has a final thought on Qdo-
ba and Sal’s missing the mark.

“The quality of the pizza at Sal’s
needs to be improved, in my
humble opinion, as a guy who
loves all food,” he said. “It’s not
bad, but the cheese easily falls
off like it’s elementary school
lunch pizza. I don’t want to spend
my hard-earned money on that.”

“Qdoba has some flaws; their por-
tion sizes, from my experience at
least, have been significantly low,
and they take a long time to get
your food out,” Dzis said. “If |
want to wait that long to get half a
serving of rice and beans with meat
in a container, I’ll just go to a gro-
cery store and make it all myself.”

Devil’s Den may win on taste
and convenience, but for com-
muters balancing growing bud-
gets, bringing food from home
often proves the better option.

There are designated parking garages for commuters, but are there designated food op-
tions on campus?; Elijah Hernandez The Recorder
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A Sweep in Three Gets CCSU’s Volleyball
Team One Step Closer to Playoffs

Bounce, bounce,
bounce, silence — as the ball
gracefully rises in the air, the
women of CCSU’s volleyball
team get into loaded positions
and eagerly await the ball to soar
overhead. As the fragile score
of 24-24 clings to the will of the
opposing team, the overwhelm-
ing power of Central’s front line
pushes the University of New
Haven Chargers to their limit.

In a game where one minute turns
to five and a blink of an eye could
cause you to miss the swelter-
ing speed of CCSU’s attack, the
Blue Devils completed a sweep
of three sets against the Chargers
on Nov. 8 in Detrick Gymnasium.

The gym was full of cheers from
supporters in the stands and
echoed by both benches, opting
to never sit but instead fuel their
teammates with the passion nec-

essary to get a much-needed win.

Throughout the game there were
moments showcasing unwaver-
ing chemistry between setter Anja
Milosevic and the rest of the team,
with her finishing the game with
41 assists. This contribution, 89%
of the team’s total assists, was es-
sential for middle blocker Breanna
Ginley to convert plays to points.

“I wouldn’t have been able to
get a lot of my kills if it weren’t
for Anja setting me up,” Ginley
said. “The pass always comes
first, so having Anja there is re-
ally important to that success.”

Throughout the game, Ginley
made momentum-halting blocks,
effortlessly tipped the ball to
the other side of the net to force
mistakes and selflessly made her
rounds in and out of the rotation
to effectively utilize her presence.

D

By Elijah Hernandez
Co-Editor-In-Cheif

However, the stakes of the game
were anything but just anoth-
er day at work for the players.
The game was senior night,
and the difference between
winning and losing meant put-
ting a playoff run in jeopardy.

For outside hitter ~Weroni-
ka Poczynek, the arrival of
her family was invigorating,

and so were the stakes the vol-
leyball team was playing for.

“Last season, around this time,
we knew we weren’t going to
make it, but now we can still
hope to have playoff success,”
she said. “With it being senior
night and everything, we were
definitely motivated, and it made
today’s sweep even better.”

Poczynek had a momentous show-
ing, scoring 17 kills in front of her
family, whohad to travel thousands
of miles to see her in her element.

wel 6 G 6 GED
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For the volleyball seniors, this was a bittersweet moment as they cele-
brate their legacy; Elijah Hernandez The Recorder

Strength in numbers can go a long way; Elijah Hernandez The
Recorder

“I actually haven’t seen them in
six months, so this night was re-
ally special for me,” she said.
“They live all the way in Poland,
so they came all the way here to
see my final game at CCSU.”

This road was anything but easy
for a volleyball team hoping to
take its program to the next lev-
el. Prior to senior night, in their
first bout with the Chargers,
they dropped the first two sets
of that match and had to claw
their way back to get the win.

The change in pace for the Blue
Devils led to them winning six
straight sets over the course of
two days. Head coach Alyssa
Broccoli said the effort shows
what the women are capable of.

“We’ve been in situations like
these before, and we haven’t
been as successful,” she said.
“All the points on the board

are mistakes ... but we came
in more confident than yester-
day and we got the job done.”

Broccoli said that leading up
to this series, they’ve been tak-
ing a game-by-game mind-
set to avoid stressing the
players in a time of urgency.

“We’re not going to practice
crazy hard or treat these next
few games as being different
than the earlier games we’ve
played,” she said. “Our goal was
to accomplish today by coming
in and handling our business.”

With the matchup against FDU

determining the outcome of
the team’s postseason, ev-
ery game, every set, every

point matters to these women.

“Job’s not finished,” Ginley said.
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Upset Continued
From Page 1

and the passion we have for the

game and all the work we put in
and film we watch to get to this

point,” Smith said.

Boston College opened the game
with eight unanswered points.
Sophomore forward Jayden Mott
drove inside to make a tower-
ing dunk to open up Central’s
scoring. CCSU then got back-to-
back three-pointers courtesy of
Smith, followed by senior guard
Gabe Spinelli, to cut the BC lead
to two.

CCSU kept the game close by
continuing to make three-point-
ers and cleaning the glass on
defense. Turnovers were an issue
for Central with six in the first
half, as the Eagles forced four
steals.

The Eagles ran into foul trouble,
and Central capitalized, hitting
six of seven free throws in the

half to trail just 30-26 at halftime.

The second half opened with a
battle.

The Eagles made two baskets,

Darin Smith Jr. (5) got to the line for clutch free throws; Noah Gavin The Recorder

with the second Central shot
clock violation of the game
coming in between. However, the
Blue Devils would answer back
with an electric alley-oop from
junior forward Max Frazier, off a
pass from Jay Rodgers.

Following an outside make from
Sanchez, the BC Eagles scored
four points on free throws to
begin pulling away from Cen-
tral, around five minutes into the
second half.

Central would continue to try

to fight for their first lead as the
second half went on and kept the
score just within ten to eleven
points for the first ten minutes of
the second half, thanks to several
makes from beyond the arc.

The Blue Devils pulled within
one after drawing a few fouls
from the Eagles and making their
free throws. They also forced
several misses from the Eagles
offense up to the halfway point
of the second half, locking down
the interior.

Eventually, off of a steal from

Frazier, Central took their first
lead of the contest with seven
minutes left to play in the sec-
ond half, coming off yet another
Rodgers and Frazier alley-oop
connection following the BC
turnover.

The score was 55-54 Blue Dev-
ils, as they successfully erased an
11-point BC lead.

Both teams would struggle to
score for the next few minutes.
BC briefly regained the lead
before Central tied it 56-56 with
a free throw. Sophomore forward
James Jones hit a jumper to give
the Blue Devils a two-point lead,
but the Eagles led by one with a
minute remaining.

They kept this lead all the way
until Smith Jr. made his decisive
shot with just under four seconds
left to play in the game, com-
ing off a Central timeout after
important lockdown defense to
contest an Eagles three-pointer.

After forcing a miss out of BC
guard Donald Hand Jr. at the oth-
er end following Smith’s make,

the Blue Devils sealed the win.

Spinelli credits the big Blue Dev-
il win to hard practice and the
fact that they were able to feed
off the opposing fans’ energy.

“At the end of the day, this is
stuff we do every day in prac-
tice, and I think we were really
well prepared [for this game],”
he said. “The energy [in Conte
Forum] was great, and we built
off of that really well.”

Spinelli knows that the sky is
the limit for this team when they
play with cooperation.

“We’re a really tight knit group,
and we work really hard in
practice,” Spinelli said. “And if
we just build every single day in
practice, Coach [Sellers] uses the
terminology, ‘build the avalanche
[of points], and keep continuing
to add to that boulder.””

Head coach Patrick Sellers
was very happy with how his
guys “added to that boulder” in
tonight’s comeback and never
thought the game was in doubt

thanks to the Central defense.

“Our guys did a great job paying
attention to the scouting report,”
Sellers said. “We wanted to shut
the paint down, and for the most
part we were able to do that.”

Sellers said not only was the
noise in Conte Forum not a fac-
tor, but an environment that the
Blue Devils excel in.

“We’ve played in a lot of hostile

environments, so our guys really
enjoy it,” Sellers said. “Last year
we were the number one or num-
ber two road team in America, so
we like playing on the road.”

The Blue Devils head to Amherst
to play the UMass Minutemen on
Nov. 16 at the William D. Mull-
ins Memorial Center, looking to
win two of their first three games
on their four-game road trip.
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CCSU Demolishes Stonehill, One Win From Reclaiming NEC Throne

NEW BRITAIN

— One year ago, Central Con-
necticut State found itself in a
near-identical position: one win
away from a Northeast Confer-
ence championship. The Blue
Devils delivered then, and now
they stand on the precipice of
history once more.

CCSU dismantled Stonehill
40-10 Saturday at Arute Field,
moving one step closer to de-
fending its NEC championship
and securing an automatic berth
in the FCS playoffs.

“We’ve been talking about it. If
we could put together a complete
game, we’d have a chance to do
this... we hadn’t, people hadn’t
done it until today,” head coach
Adam Lechtenberg said. “I felt
like we played pretty good on all
sides. Stonehill’s a good team.
They played everybody close.
They got a good defense. So, we
had to play well, and I was proud
of our kids for executing for the
most part all the way through the
game.”

The Blue Devils (7-3, 5-0 NEC)
remain the conference’s lone
unbeaten team and have won
nine straight NEC games dating
back to last season. With one
game remaining, a victory over
Duquesne next week would
clinch CCSU’s second consec-
utive conference championship
and guarantee a postseason berth.

“Job’s not finished, and we got a
full head of steam, and we’re go-
ing to the end,” junior linebacker
Jack Stoll said.

Saturday’s victory was never in
doubt. CCSU scored on five of
its first six possessions, building
a 23-0 lead before Stonehill (3-7,
2-3 NEC) even reached the end
zone. The Blue Devils racked up
533 total yards while holding the
Skyhawks to just 220.

Running back Elijah Howard
provided the game’s most electri-
fying moment early in the second
quarter. Taking a handoff near his
own goal line, Howard found a
seam up the middle before cut-
ting off his blockers and sprinting
93 yards for a touchdown, the
longest run of his career.

“Man, it was a great call,” How-
ard said. “He [Donovan Wadley]
was like, ‘Man, don’t be inde-
cisive. Hit it up off my behind.’
And I did that, and I kind of saw
the safety coming and cut it off
him. And man, O-line did that
thing up front. It was just a beau-
tiful play all around.”

Howard finished with 178 yards
and two touchdowns on just 17
carries, averaging 10.5 yards per
attempt. He surpassed 100 yards
for the 12th time in his career and
now leads the NEC in scoring
with 7.3 points per game. The
senior entered Saturday with

By Kyle Zarnoch
Staff Writer

performance, completing 20 of
30 passes for 261 yards and two
touchdowns without an inter-
ception. Ricky Ortega and Sean
O’Brien each caught 12-yard
touchdown passes, their only
receptions of the game.

“From the start they executed,
and that’s what we’re capable
of,” Lechtenberg said. “When
we don’t beat ourselves, we have
a chance to be a really good
offense. We have a lot of good,
skilled kids. And today we made
some plays. Brady always plays

29 attempts.

Stoll led the defensive effort with
seven total tackles and 2.5 tackles
for loss. Linebacker Eric Jackson
added 11 tackles, while Wayne
Coleman, Derek Berlitz, Gavin
Taylor, and Carter Banks each
recorded a sack. Coleman’s sack
resulted in an eight-yard loss.

“The beautiful thing about our
defense is when everyone does
their jobs, starting with the D-line
being aggressive, you’re able to
make big-time plays, and it’s a
lights-out defense,” Stoll said.

The defensive line and linebacker

Elijah Howard (7) breaking away for a 93-yard touchdown; Steve McLaughlin

3,368 all-purpose yards for his
career, eighth among active FCS
players, and his 2,533 career
rushing yards rank eighth among
active players and fourth all-time
at CCSU.

The performance came one week
after a subpar outing against
Long Island.

“Great recognition and prepa-
ration. That’s where it started,”
Howard said. “I kind of was a
little indecisive two weeks ago
in practice, and it showed during
the game. So, me and Coach got
that figured out, and we were all
gas this week.”

Quarterback Brady Olson com-
plemented Howard’s rushing
attack with an efficient passing

well and played well again today.

But our skill kids really made a
lot of plays.”

The offensive line, featuring sev-
eral young players continuing to
develop, paved the way for 266
rushing yards on 34 carries.

“Our O-line played really well
today. [ was really proud of
them,” Lechtenberg said. “So
many young kids continue to
come and get better.”

While the offense controlled
possession and scored at will,
CCSU’s defense suffocated
Stonehill’s attack. The Blue
Devils recorded five sacks, 11
tackles for loss, and held the
Skyhawks to 60 rushing yards on

corps, now in their second year
as a cohesive unit, have become
the backbone of CCSU’s success.

“Our D-line and our linebackers,
that group is a good, talented
group we’ve had for two years,”
Lechtenberg said. “They just
continue to get better. What
we’re doing is stopping the run,
which gives us a chance to play
the pass.”

CCSU opened the scoring on

its first possession, marching

78 yards in 12 plays capped by
Howard’s 3-yard touchdown run.
Donny Marcus added an 11-yard
touchdown run later in the first
quarter, and Jack Hennessey
connected on field goals of 30
and 20 yards. Howard’s 93-yard
burst made it 23-0 before Stone-

hill finally answered with a Cole
Clarke touchdown reception just
before halftime.

The Blue Devils added two more
touchdowns in the second half,
with O’Brien’s 12-yard catch
making it 33-10 in the third
quarter and Ortega’s 12-yard re-
ception in the fourth, putting the
game out of reach.

CCSU converted 12 of 14 third-
down attempts and controlled
possession for nearly 30 minutes.
The fifth consecutive victory
marks the program’s longest win-
ning streak since 2019, when the
Blue Devils won their final eight
regular-season games.

The Blue Devils now lead the all-
time series against Stonehill 3-1,
having won nine straight confer-
ence games overall. CCSU plays
three of its four November games
at home, where the team is 10-1
over the past two seasons.

Next Saturday’s showdown with
Duquesne will determine whether
the Blue Devils can cap off an
undefeated conference season.
The Dukes (5-5, 3-2 NEC) will
host Central for a

rematch of last year’s season
finale, when CCSU emerged vic-
torious to claim the conference
crown.

“It’s a game to go,” Lechtenberg
said. “We all know Duquesne’s

a really good team. We know
they’re going to be ready for

us. We beat them here last year.
Regardless of what happens in
the LIU game, they’ll be ready
for us, and it’s going to be a huge
game for us to have a chance to

E3]

win.

Howard emphasized the team’s
singular focus moving forward.

“It doesn’t matter who it is, just
keep doing our thing,” he said.
“We got to come out and finish
the game. This is us building
trust with each other and coming
down and finishing. I feel like
we’re ready to compete versus
anybody.”

The stage is set. One more win,
and the Blue Devils will reign
supreme once again.
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meaning of contested; Noah Gavin The

Recorder There’s always a bright side; Elijah

Hernandez The Recorder

In a team rally after the first set, the Blue Devils
find success; Elijah Hernandez The Recorder

As the temperatures drop migration begins;
Elijah Hernandez The Recorder

Veterans affairs giving flowers to those that
deserve it; Elijah Hernandez The Recorder

@CentralRecorder @TheRecorder



SPORTS

November 13, 2025

CCSU’s Radoncic and Ford Cap Off Their Season With NEC
Player Awards For Exellence

Midﬁelder Emma
Radoncic and goalkeeper Meli-
na Ford of Central Connecticut
State’s women’s soccer team
were named the Northeast Con-
ference Defensive Player of the
Year and Goalkeeper of the Year,
respectively.

Prolonging the program’s tra-
dition, both players were also
nominated and announced in the
AlI-NEC first team.

Radoncic grew from strength to
strength throughout the season,
being a crucial part of Central’s
strong defensive record, only
conceding one goal per game in
NEC action. Alongside that, her
versatility showed she was an
offensive presence, totaling four
goals and two assists throughout
the season.

“I’ve been a midfielder my whole
life,” she said. “So, with the
switch-up this season, | was a
little bit nervous going into it,”
she said.

Radoncic mentioned that she was
happy to get the award because

it made the transition worth it at
the end.

After earning NEC Rookie of
the Year honors in 2023, she now
becomes the 11th Blue Devil to

be named the conference’s De-
fensive Player of the Year.

“It’s kind of crazy just to see
how much it’s changed since my
freshman year,” Radoncic said.
“But I feel like being a defender,
you’re kind of doing the job for
the team. So, I feel like it’s kind
of just changed my mindset with
that.”

Ford’s performances saw her
lead the conference, securing five
clean sheets in NEC play. Her
season was filled with count-

less Prime Performer moments,
alongside being a commanding
presence in net with over 70
saves made across the season.

“It’s an honor to get an award
like that,” Ford said. “Especially
for me, coming off a season-end-
ing injury last year, to be able to
play this year and just help my
team and be as good as we were
this season.”

The Goalkeeper of the Year adds
her name as the seventh player to
win the award in CCSU’s pro-
gram.

By Lorenzo Gagliotta
Staff Writer

“I feel like the fact that [ played
this year, and people still had
confidence with me even after
not playing for a year really
helped me believe in myself,”
she said. “They believe in me,
and so I should believe in myself,
and I need to be the leader that
they need.”

The Blue Devils have just come
off an unfortunate loss in the
NEC Championship final game
in New Jersey, losing 2-1 against
the Wagner Seahawks. While
the loss hurts, they can’t wait to
see what’s in store for them next
season.

“I feel like it’s one of those
things where we kind of just have
to learn from it because luckily
Melina and I do have that other
year,” Radoncic said. “I feel like
it’s just more motivation and
hope of how much better we can
even do next year, and it starts
now. I’m just excited for us at
this time next year.”

The women’s soccer team prides themselves on their efffortles chem-
istry; Steve McLaughlin

Women'’s Swimming & Diving

November 14 — Friday Night Sprints at

5PM

Women's Volleyball

November 14 — @ FDU at 6 PM

November 15— @ FDU at 1 PM

CCSU SCHEDULE

Men’'s Basketball

November 16 — @ UMass at 2 PM

Women's Basketball

PM

PM

November 13 — vs. Sacred Heart at 7

November 15 - vs. UMass Lowell at 1

Football
November 15 - @ Duquesne at
Noon
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