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	 Charlie Kirk and 
Turning Point USA have 
become more than just an 
outlet for conservatives on 
college campuses nation-
wide; they have become a 
spearhead for uncomfort-
able conversations to be had 
on an even larger scale.  
 
	 With the death of 
Charlie Kirk on Sept. 10, 
2025, the future of Turning 
Point has been left in the 
hands of members and a 
widow alike. The question 
of what his legacy will look 
like in history is heavily 
reliant on how the future 
unfolds.  
 
	 Popular for hosting 
“prove me wrong” type 
events on campuses, these 
intense conversations are 
believed to have played a 
role in Kirk’s death. Jake 
Warner, a junior and mem-
ber of Central Connecticut 
State University’s chapter of 

Photo credit Elijah Hernandez; protests by the Local 217 at Hilltop Cafe

Turning 
Point in a 

Legacy 
By Elijah Hernandez & 

Nicolina Coronis 
Staff 

Photo credit Al Jazeera; Charlie Kirk at America Fest 2024

We Work. Who 
Profits? 

See Sodexo on Page 2 

Turning Point, said there are 
two paths that the U.S. can 
go down that reflects the 
effects of Kirk’s death.  
 
	 “His death could 
lead the country in one of 
two ways,” he said. “It can 
either be a step in a direc-
tion where there’s more of 
a united peace, and as a col-
lective being like this is not 
OK- or it’s going to go into 
a place where this is some-
thing that is normalized. 
This could set a precedent 
of assassinating your op-
ponents if you don’t agree 
with them.” 
 
	 Turning Point was 
founded in 2012 by Charlie 
Kirk as a nonprofit organi-
zation that aims to promote 
free speech, limited govern-
ment and active civic par-
ticipation among a younger 
demographic. 
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NEWS September 25, 2025

	 Protests by food 
service workers at Cen-
tral Connecticut State 
University have sparked 
campus-wide discussion 
about Sodexo. With com-
mon ground nowhere to be 
found, the renegotiation of 
their contract is at a stand-
still. 

	 The contract gov-
erning wages, benefits, 
and workplace policies 
has expired since March, 
prompting an opportunity 
for conversation between 
Sodexo and the food service 
workers’ union, Local 217. 
Seeking higher pay, workers 
have been marching across 
campus, chanting slogans 
and wearing shirts reading, 
One Job Should Be Enough. 

	 Kadeene Smith, a 
Starbucks barista on cam-
pus, said it is difficult to 
support her family with the 
current wages. 

	 “We’re out here say-

ing that one job should be 
enough. I’m a single moth-
er and I work full-time at 
Central, but with inflation, 
our wages aren’t enough to 
cover daily expenses any-
more,” she said. “It’s not 
about luxury or even living 
comfortably, I need a fair 
contract just so I can live 
and feed my kids. That’s 
why I’m serious about win-
ning this contract, because 
it’s the contract we need.”  

 	 The First Cook at 
Memorial Hall, Nick Doty, 
is one of many food service 
workers on campus who 
have to go to extra lengths 
to meet basic needs.  

	 “I typically work 60 
hours a week and I drive 
for Uber on the weekends,” 
Doty said. “I want to be able 
to give my children a good 
life and be a good father to 
them. But at this rate, I have 
to choose between working 
enough hours to pay my 
bills and spending time with 
my family. No one should 

have to make this heart-
breaking choice. I need a 
raise because I don’t want to 
miss out on my kids’ child-
hoods.”  

	 Following the pro-
tests, President Zulma Toro 
provided a statement re-
garding the anticipation of 
the negotiation. 

	 “The university re-
spects the rights of workers 
and unions to demonstrate 
peacefully and encourages a 
civil and safe environment. 
Central remains committed 
to supporting students’ din-
ing needs through this pro-
cess,” she said. “We expect 
the Hospitality union and 
Sodexo, a private vendor, to 
come to a mutual agreement 
as soon as possible.”  

	 In the exchange, Toro 
noted that Central has no 
say in the negotiation pro-
cess.  

	 The workers are 
looking to ensure that their 

voices and concerns are 
heard while continuing to 
fulfill their shifts, but they 
are running out of options. 

	 “I want to just come 
to work, serve food to the 
students, and clock out. I 
don’t want to strike, but rent 
has gotten too expensive, 
as have grocery costs and 
other household needs, and 
our wages have not gone up 
nearly fast enough,” Smith 
said.  

	 It’s not just Central’s 
food service workers that 
don’t have a contract at the 
moment, the same is true for 
Southern Connecticut State 
University and Western 
Connecticut State Universi-
ty, all of which are a part of 
Local 217.  

	 With a strike vote at 
CCSU happening on Sept. 
29, hopes are high that a 
resolution will come out of 
this lengthy process.

We Work. Who 
Profits? 

By Nicolina Coronis
Staff Writer

Photo credit Elijah Hernandez; protests by the Local 217 at Hilltop Cafe



The Recorder 3NEWS

	 Residence halls in 
Central Connecticut State 
University have reached 
capacity, prompting the re-
opening of Clarence Carroll 
Hall. 
	
	 The class of 2029 is 
the largest freshman class 
in recent history and is 
contributing a substantial 
amount to the 2,558 stu-
dents that live in residence 
halls. 

	 Marvin G. Wilson, 
the Director of Residence 
Life, said that the reopen-
ing of Carroll Hall is part 
of a strategy for the student 
demand of on-campus hous-
ing. 

	 “Given the over-
whelming demand, all 
three floors of Carroll Hall 
were fully opened for Fall 

2025,” he said. “Providing 
a vibrant and modern resi-
dential experience for more 
students.”  

	 Carroll Hall was 
open during the Fall 2024 
semester with only the third 
floor being open, which 
allowed Wilson and others 
the time to discuss housing 
needs. 

	 Carroll Hall was 
closed during the Spring 
2024 semester, but Facili-
ties and Management used 
that semester to work on 
reopening it.  

	 “With the reopening 
of Carroll Hall and higher 
overall occupancy, staffing 
levels have been adjusted 
to provide consistent cus-
todial coverage and main-
tenance support,” he said. 

“Our custodial staff are 
deeply valued members of 
our community, and their 
presence not only keeps our 
halls clean and safe but also 
contributes to the welcom-
ing atmosphere students 
experience every day.” 

	 Wilson explained 
that the Office of Residence 
Life reintroduced the Senior 
Resident Assistant position 
and expanded Living Learn-
ing Communities to help 
create more connections 
between Resident Assistants 
and residents. 

	 Wilson said that the 
higher occupancy will help 
build stronger communities 
between students. 

	 “Research consis-
tently shows that students 
who live on campus are 

more likely to persist and 
graduate, and this is an ex-
citing time for Central as we 
create pathways for stronger 
retention and student suc-
cess,” he said. 

	 While it does help 
the high student demand to 
reopen Carroll, a student 
living in Carroll shares his 
experience. 

	 Cordell Shepard, a 
sophomore living in Carroll 
Hall, said he applied for 
housing late and was placed 
in Carroll Hall. He previ-
ously lived in Mid Campus 
and Beecher, but because 
of a gap semester, he was 
waitlisted.   

	 “I remember hearing 
that they had opened it up, 
it was really surprising, and 
I was like dang, that must 

have happened this past 
year,” he said. 

	 Shepard said he felt 
more connection among his 
peers at Beecher compared 
to Carrol Hall which seems 
to lack a community. 

	 “I feel as though de-
spite having a similar setup 
to Beecher where you do 
have areas to get together 
and kind of come together... 
it’s more like mid-campus 
in which everyone feels 
very individualistic and 
very kept to themselves and 
I just don’t feel like that 
community is there,” he 
said. 

	 Shepard thinks the 
school is being overzealous 
with the students. 

	 “I think that increase 

The Highs and Lows of Occupancy in Residence 
Halls 

By Kristian Ngjela 
Contributor

Legacy
	 Students can request 
a Turning Point USA chap-
ter on their campus to pro-
mote conservative thinking 
in an intriguing and relevant 
way that resonates with 
students. Also included is a 
student incentive program 
that grants rewards to stu-
dents who practice debates 
on their campus.  
 
	 His legacy has been 
built into Turning Point with 
these initiatives creating a 
proportional relationship 
between participation and 
following a more conserva-
tive school of thought.   
	  
	 After the news of 
Kirk’s death, some, like 
freshman Maja Serwniski, 
were introduced to some-
thing they want to become a 
part of.  

	 “I’ve known about 
Charlie Kirk, but it wasn’t 
until his assassination that 
I found out about Turning 
Point,” Serwniski said. 
“I’ve been conservative my 
whole life without knowing, 
and I was interested in this 
chapter because I’m not 
afraid to speak my mind. I 
think a lot of young voices 
woke up because we need to 
start doing something about 
it.” 

	 CCSU has a Turning 
Point Chapter, and its pres-
ident senior Ian Howe says 
some of the best parts about 
being part of the organiza-
tion is the ability to have an 
open dialogue.  
 
	 “The First Amend-
ment is the first for a rea-
son, because it’s the most 
important right we have,” 
Howe said. “We’ve seen 
what a lack of free speech 
can do; you don’t have 

much of a civilization with-
out it. Without it democracy 
cannot exist.” 
 
	 Concerning the open 
dialogue, freshman Elora 
Cordero said more con-
versations need to be had, 
so understanding can be 
reached. 
 
	 “Bringing more 
awareness to different 
topics and being able to 
discuss those topics in a 
respectful manner rather 
than an argument that gets 
nowhere, I feel like those 
conversations help get rid 
of the negative connotations 
surrounding Turning Point,” 
she said. “Not to just change 
people’s minds, but to also 
bring attention to, this is my 
viewpoint, maybe you can 
see where I’m coming from, 
and I’ll be open minded to 
yours.” 

	 But even those with-

out ties to Kirk’s organiza-
tion felt the situation was 
extreme. Senior at Central 
Connecticut State Univer-
sity, Gabriella Sciarretto, 
was shocked by the news of 
Kirk’s death.  

	 “I was [taken aback] 
because of how influential, 
good or bad, he was,” she 
said. “He did not deserve to 
die.” 

	 Sciarretto reflected 
on Kirk’s role in public life, 
recalling watching Kirk’s 
videos online where they 
would often address contro-
versial issues.  

	 “It was very inter-
esting to always see how 
he would interact with 
people…he was so very 
open-minded about all of it, 
about listening,” she said. 
“He had been one of the 
leading figures in the 21st 
century.” 

	 Kirk’s videos gained 
widespread popularity 
among college students na-
tionwide. His message left a 
strong impact, encouraging 
discussions that challenged 
social norms. 

	 “Having seen him 
speak, it’s weird hearing he 
died,” Howe said. “It’s not 
grieving but still mourning 
relatively the same as if he 
were a loved one. It’s a trag-
edy.” 



4 September 25, 2025LIFESTYLE

	 While many Cen-
tral Connecticut State Uni-
versity students take a short 
walk to reach their classes, 
commuters have already 
navigated busy roads and 
early morning traffic to get 
there. 

	 The college experi-
ence is often described as an 
exciting step toward inde-
pendence. But what the col-
lege experience looks like 
for students that commute 
rather than live on campus 
requires a unique skill set of 
packing half your life into 
your car because you never 
know what you may need, 
spending plenty of time 

searching for the perfect 
parking spot, only to dis-
cover its faculty only, and 
figuring out how to fill those 
three-hour gaps between 
classes. 

	 CCSU offers resourc-
es to make those gaps easier 
to handle. The Central Com-
muter Student Organization 
hosts events like barbecues 
and drive-in movies to help 
commuters connect with 
each other.  

	 According to its 
Instagram page, “Commu-
tecentral,” the organization 
is “made for commuters by 
commuters.” Commuters 
make up a strong part of 

Central Connecticut State 
University’s student body 
and often get creative to 
stay involved on campus.  

	 Miguel Pagan, a 
student worker and member 
of the Commuter Student 
Organization said “half of 
our student population is 
commuting. The goal of 
the Commuter Assistants is 
to foster a strong sense of 
community and connection 
on campus.”  

	 The organization 
was built to help commuters 
take advantage of college 
to the fullest. Pagan also 
comments that “One of 
our flagship events is our 

Commuter Breakfast. Every 
Wednesday, we cater break-
fast items from one vendor 
a week, and we switch it up 
to always deliver something 
different for the students, 
“Pagan said. “We host this 
event every Wednesday 
from 9-11a.m., and there is 
almost always a group of 
students waiting before the 
event even starts because 
they anticipate it every 
week.”  

	 This has created a 
strong commuter presence 
and creates an opportunity 
for commuters to mingle 
as some residents may do 
in their dorm buildings. 
Commuters can be assumed 

to be isolated on campus. 
“We address the issue of 
isolation or disconnection 
by being representatives 
of what commuters can do 
on campus.” According to 
Pagan, he believes the CSO 
should represent commut-
ers’ top priorities. 

	 Some plan their en-
tire schedules around public 
transit, making it especial-
ly important to find clubs 
or activities that make the 
trip worthwhile. Commut-
ing has its challenges, but 
it also comes with perks: 
saving money on dorms and 
meal plans, staying flexi-
ble for extra work shifts or 
Commuters continues on Page 5 

in numbers has affected 
us through space, both for 
dorms and commuters,” 
he theorized. “I think it’s 
affected our class lives, and 
our dining halls, and out of 
class lives because there’s 
not enough space for every-
one.” 

	 Shepard said he feels 
the infrastructure in Carroll 
feels off as he describes his 
room. 

	 “In my room, there’s 
like two pipes covered by 
duct tape and stuff,” he said. 
“I’m like 6 ‘3 and have a 
very large wingspan and it’s 
hard for me to get into the 
showers since there’s like a 
lip in front of them and I’ve 
almost tripped a bunch of 
times because of it.” 

	 While Carroll Hall is 
a standard residence hall, it 
also affected the single style 
dorms in F. Don James Hall. 
Single style dorms in James 
Hall have been transformed 
into doubles.  

	 Junior Alexa Tam-
burrino lives in James Hall 
suite with five other people. 
Tamburrino said it took trial 
and error to find a suite for 
her and her roommate, but 
they eventually found a 
group that took them in. 

	 Although she was 
able to find her roommates, 
she said that there is ex-
treme difficulty getting 
around the dorm hall due to 
the rise in occupants. 

	 “It’s harder to get 
things outside of the door 

and done, like if you try 
to take an elevator, there’s 
times you have to wait like 
10 minutes to get an ele-
vator,” she said. “Even the 
laundry room with all the 
washers and dryers being 
filled up all the time.” 

	 Tamburrino was 
under the impression that 
Carroll Hall was only going 
to be open temporarily. 

	 “I feel like that’s 
really odd, and I feel like it 
might be harder for people 
to get medical supplies if 

they need them just because 
there’s so many people 
here,” Tamburrino said. 
“I think they should build 
more dorm buildings that 
are bigger like James in-
stead of focusing on dorm 
buildings like Beecher or 
Seth North that can’t fit as 
many people.”

Photo credit  CCSU.edu; front entrance to Carroll Hall

Carroll Hall

Commuter Column
By Nicolina Coronis

Staff Writer
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	 Some students have 
noticed the new restaurant 
on campus, Qdoba, which 
has taken the place of Tres 
Habaneros. 

	 While it adjusts to 
the new flow of the re-
cord-high number of fresh-
men on campus, there is a 
mix of responses on wheth-
er it’s worth the price and 
wait time. Most students 
compare it to its past coun-
terpart, using it as a means 
of comparison. 

	 Student Colby 
Commune said he has 
eaten at the Mexican-style 
restaurant a handful 
of times and has enjoyed 
the food but prefers Tres 
Habaneros. 

	 “In terms of food, 
Qdoba is fantastic, but 
everything else, how much 
you get, the quality, like the 
actual, not presentation of 
the food, but like the wait 
times and all of that would 
go back to Tres Habaner-

os,” he said. “It just feels 
like a downgrade.” 

	 Commune said he 
was left disappointed by 
the food he received af-
ter ordering, saying that 
sometimes the option to 
eat off-campus is better.  He 
said that Qdoba considers 
making changes to become 
a better and more desirable 
option for students eating on 
campus. 

	 “Consider maybe 
adding a little bit extra pro-

tein when someone puts it 
in, instead of what could es-
sentially be looked at as like 
a quarter size of beef put 
in like 50 cents worth,” he 
said. “And bring down the 
prices of the protein because 
paying extra for something 
that should be on there to 
begin with is just a slap to 
the face.” 

	 Commune said the 
food was delicious but not 
worth the long wait. He said 
eating there is more bene-
ficial for students like him 
who have multiple hours 
between classes and can 
wait as long as needed. 

	 “More often than not, 
your wait is like 20, 25, 30 
minutes for food,” he said. 

	 Another student, Aid-
en Kane, also critiques the 
restaurant, saying its prices 
are the main reason he has 
not been interested in eating 
there yet. 

	 Kane commutes to 
campus and said his sched-
ule this semester also makes 
it harder for him to bring his 
own lunch, leaving on-cam-
pus food as his only option. 

	 “Honestly, it’s more 
the price than anything, 
and then their choices,” 
Kane said. “It’s a couple of 

dollars more expensive, 
which I’m not willing to, 
I really don’t want to pay 
for. So, I usually go for 
another alternative like The 
Grill or Sub Connect.” 

	 He says the prices 
of the restaurant make it 
harder for him to consider 
Qdoba, and he’s more likely 
to travel off school grounds 
to get similar choices for 
lower costs. 

	 While some students 
are critical, some cashiers in 
Devil’s Den said the lines 
speak for themselves. They 
said the best time to go 
to the restaurant is after 
the noon-time lunch rush 
while students are more 
likely in class or at work to 
beat the line. 

	 Some also said that 
the feedback has been split, 
with some students already 
becoming regulars and 
others said it’s not worth 
another visit. 

	 Those looking to 
try Qdoba, it’s open from 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and on 
Fridays from 10:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

Worth the Taste but Not 
the Wait

By Jameson Lynch & Maria 
Sevilla Sola

Staff

family time, and enjoying 
the comfort of home.  

	 For many, living 
at home offers a sense of 
safety and stability that can 
make college feel less over-
whelming. There are also 
more opportunities to meet 
people than some might ex-
pect. With events happening 
nearly every week, commut-
ers who show up and engage 
with campus activities can 
still enjoy a full college 
experience. 

	 Senior Alexandra 
Ruel commutes 35 minutes 
to campus every day, but she 
wasn’t always a commut-
er. She spent her first three 
years living on campus be-

fore deciding to move back 
home.  

	 “Something just 
changed, and I wanted to 
live at home,” she said. “I 
missed being with my fami-
ly and pets.”  

	 She also works on 
campus, using breaks be-
tween classes for her job.  

	 “Working here is fan-
tastic, it’s a super flexible 
schedule because they know 
we’re students,” she said.  

	 She added that work-
ing on campus has been a 
great way to meet people 
and feel more involved on 

campus.  

	 Commuting, she 
says, is about personal 
preference, and for her, 
“my quality of life has 
improved,” especially since 
she now avoids middle-of-
the-night fire alarms and 
the infamous XL twin bed. 
Students like Alexandra are 
experiencing the benefits 
that commuting can offer.  

	 Commuting at Cen-
tral can be the right pick 
for some students and still 
offers a fulfilling college 
experience, Ruel adds “It’s 
nice to be at home.”

Photo credit Elijah Hernandez; the hustle and bustle of 9:25 
a.m. parking

Photo credit Elijah Hernandez; newly added Qdoba in Devils Den
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Central Competes Against Reigning NEC Champions, Ends in 1-1 Draw 

 

Central Alumni Wins PGA Event 
By Ronan Hinckley

Contributor

	 Kyle Gallo won a 
Professional Golfers’ Asso-
ciation event at Wethersfield 
Country Club with a final 
score of 2-under par on 
Thursday, Sept. 18. 

	 Gallo graduated from 
Central Connecticut State 
University in 1998 and 
served as the head coach of 
the CCSU golf team from 
2015 to 2018. 

	 He competed for 
Central’s golf team in his 
freshman, sophomore, and 
senior years, earning First 
Team All-New England 
honors in all three seasons. 
As a head coach, he led the 
Blue Devils to a Northeast 
Conference title in 2018, 

and they were also named 
the New England Division I 
Team of the Year.  

	 The tournament was 
for professional golfers in 
the Connecticut area. Of 
the 64 competitors, three 
were Central graduates. 
Kyle Hedstrom, a PGA 
professional at Indian Hill 
Country Club, and Steve 
Madison, a PGA profession-
al at the Golf Club of Avon, 
were the other two alumni 
to compete. 

	 Hedstrom shot 10-
over par to tie for 39th 
place, and Madison shot 
15-over par and finished in 

54th place. 

	 Gallo emphasized the 
influence CCSU had on his 
career in golf. 

	 “Central is my home. 
That’s where I grew up and 
went to school. My mom 
worked there, my brothers 
went there, so Central will 
always hold a place in my 
heart,” he said. “I’ve also 
met tons of friends who are 
still involved in the golf 
industry at Central.” 

Gallo faced tough competi-
tion throughout the day, par-
ticularly from Christopher 

Tallman, a PGA profession-
al at Great Horse, constantly 
overtaking one another for 
the lead. It came down to 
the 17th hole.  

	 Both men were tied 
at 1-under par. Gallo teed 
off on 17 and Tallman on 
16. Gallo made a birdie on 
hole 17, a 207-yard par 3, 
and par on 18, a 426-yard 
par 4.  

	 Tallman was unable 
to close the gap, making par 
on all three holes, which 
sealed Gallo’s victory.  

	 With the win, Gallo 
took home the $1,400 prize. 

The topic of discussion 
among participants at the 
tournament was the difficul-
ty of pin placements on the 
day.   

Gallo explained how he 
remained composed despite 
the difficulties the course 
posed. 

“I didn’t really think about 
the pins too much. They 
certainly were in some 
interesting spots, but I’ve 
played enough golf now to 
know my skills and limita-
tions,” he said. “I limited 
my mistakes and was able 
to play smart golf.”

	 The Central Con-
necticut State University 
women’s soccer team tied 
1-1 against Howard Uni-
versity on Sunday, Sept 21. 
The Bison are the defend-
ing Northeast Conference 
champions. 

	 The Blue Devils 
struck early, with sopho-
more forward Kayla Ward 
scoring her first goal of the 
season just over 10 minutes 
into the match. 

	 Howard responded in 
the second half, when for-
ward Gabriella Garcia-Ter-
rell scored to even up the 
game. Her shot just escaped 
CCSU junior goalkeeper 

Melina Ford. 

	 Ford made a sea-
son-high eight saves, with 
seven of those saves being 
made in the second half. 
The Bison recorded 16 shots 
in the game.  

	 CCSU head coach 
Mick D’Arcy said he ex-
pected Ford to bounce back. 

	 “I would expect her 
to make all of those saves 
that she made,” he said. 
“Mentally, she’s strong. 
She came back from the 
goal, and the goal certainly 
wasn’t her fault.” 

	 D’Arcy believed that 

his team was prepared for 
the reigning champions. 

	 “I think we were 
ready for them,” he said. 
“Interestingly, they played 
a different shape in the first 
half than they usually do, 
and then they switched it to 
their usual one in the second 
half, but we were ready for 
either one of them.”  

	 He said that they 
missed many chances to get 
the win. 

	 “We got the goal in 
the first half and had two 
more great opportunities 

to put them away,” he said. 
“And I guess if you’re play-
ing the champion, you need 
to knock them out, and we 
didn’t —we left them in the 
game.” 

	 He added that he’s 
pleased with the fight his 
team has shown so far this 
season and remains optimis-
tic. 

	 “The glass is half 
full,” D’Arcy said. “But 
now, you know, Chicago 
State — we got to go out 
there and replicate what we 
did today and put on another 
good performance and hope 
the chances fall for us.” 

	 On Sept. 18, the 
Blue Devils tied 3-3 with 
Wagner in their first confer-
ence match of the season. 
The two draws have earned 
CCSU two points in the 
NEC standings.  

	 The Blue Devils 
picked up another point in 
the conference standings, 
and the tie against Wagner 
on Sept. 18 also gave them 
one point. 

	 The Blue Devils are 
still searching for their first 
win of the season. They will 
host the University of New 
Haven on Sunday, Sept. 28, 
at CCSU Soccer Field.

By Noah Gavin
Contributor

Photo credit Ronan Hinckley; Kyle Gallo, Steve Madison and Kyle Hedstrom Teeing Off
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CCSU Prepares to Take on 
Dartmouth in Homecoming 

Game  
By Mekhai Ouellette

Contributor

	 The Central Con-
necticut State Blue Devils 
will host the Dartmouth 
Big Green at Arute Field on 
Saturday, Sept. 27, for its 
annual homecoming game. 
Kickoff is set for noon on 
NEC Front Row.  
 
	 The Blue Devils 
enter the matchup with a 
2-2 record, most recently 
falling to the Merrimack 
Warriors, 16-14, on Sept. 
20. Warriors’ kicker Carlton 
Thai made a kick from 19 
yards out to seal the game, 
after costly penalties hurt 
the Blue Devils late. 
 
	 Dartmouth comes 
in at 1-0 after a victory 
over the New Hampshire 
Wildcats. Running back 

D.J. Crowther powered 
the offense, running for 
143 yards and three touch-
downs, while wide receiver 
Grayson O’Bara added six 
receptions for 106 yards. 
 
	 Senior quarterback 
Brady Olson has been con-
sistent through the last three 
games for CCSU, leading 
the team to a 2-1 record, 
throwing for 614 yards, four 
touchdowns and one inter-
ception. His lone intercep-
tion was against Merrimack 
early in the second quarter, 
which set up the Warriors’ 
game-winning field goal. 
 
	 Running back Elijah 
Howard leads Central with 
179 rushing yards, and wide 
receiver Dave Pardo leads 

with 171 receiving yards. 
 
 
	 Junior quarterback 
Grayson Saunier was effi-
cient in Dartmouth’s opener, 
throwing for 244 yards with 
one interception while com-
pleting 73% of his passes. 
He also added 37 rushing 
yards and a touchdown. In 
last year’s meeting with 
CCSU, he scored twice on 
the ground. 
 
	 Last season, the Blue 
Devils defeated the Wagner 
Seahawks 24-14 in their 
homecoming game, led by 
Olson’s 182 yards and two 
total touchdowns, while the 
defense racked up six sacks, 
including three by lineman 
Dan Toatley. The victory 

helped jump-start the Blue 
Devils’ run to the FCS Play-
offs. 

 
	 The Blue Devils and 
Big Green have met three 
times, beginning in 2014. 
Dartmouth leads the all-time 
series 3-0, including last 
year’s 20-16 win. CCSU 
looks to bounce back, while 
Dartmouth aims to stay 
unbeaten. 
 
	 Central has tightened 
up on the defensive side of 
the ball since allowing 59 
points to UConn in week 
one, allowing an average 
of nine points over the last 
three weeks. Meanwhile, 
Dartmouth allowed 20 
points to New Hampshire 

but also had two takeaways 
and forced multiple turn-
overs on downs. 
 

	 Time of possession 
may prove pivotal. The 
Blue Devils lost the time of 
possession battle 36:19 to 
23:41 against Merrimack. 
Dartmouth controlled the 
clock in its win over.  

	 Turnovers will also 
be key, as giveaways were 
costly for CCSU in its most 
recent outing.

Photo credit Ian Yale; RB Elijah Howard (7) and QB Brady Olson (12) look to right the 
ship and bring the Blue Devils home
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CCSU 
SCHEDULE

Women’s Soccer
September 25 – @ Chicago State at 6 
PM 
September 28 – vs. New Haven at 3 
PM 

Men’s Soccer
September 28 – vs. FDU at Noon 

Women’s Volleyball
September 26 – vs. Saint Francis at 6 
PM 

September 27 – vs. Saint Francis at 4 
PM 

Women’s Swimming and Diving 
September 25 – @ UConn Diving In-
vite at 4 PM 
September 25 – @ Army at 4:30 PM 

	 In the second-to-last 
match before the start of 
Northeast Conference play, 
the Central Connecticut 
State men’s soccer team lost 
2-1 to the Binghamton Bear-
cats on Saturday, Sept. 20, at 
the CCSU Soccer Field.  

	 Central head coach 
David Kelly believed that 
they should have won the 
game. 

	 “Great effort,” he 
said. “I thought we were the 
better team. We bested them 
in every single category 
except one. But we got to 
find a way to take the effort 
we’re putting into games 
and get the result.” 

	 Junior forward An-
thony Catanzaro scored the 
Blue Devils’ lone goal in 
the 63rd minute, assisted 
by senior midfielder Alvaro 
Moros. The goal tied the 
game 1-1, but Binghamton 
responded less than 10 min-
utes later to tie the game. 

	 Despite the loss, 
Central dominated in sev-
eral statistical categories. 
The Blue Devils outshot the 
Bearcats 14 to nine, with 
six shots on target while 
Binghamton had only three 
on target. Central also had 
10 corner kicks to the Bear-
cats’ two. Binghamton had 
a slight advantage in total 

possession, 52% to the Blue 
Devils’ 48%. 

	 The game started 
with both sides trading 
possessions but neither able 
to gain an advantage over 
the other. That was until the 
16th minute when a foul by 
the Blue Devils awarded the 
Bearcats with a free kick 
in a dangerous position. 
Binghamton defender Ryan 
Gillon scored the kick from 
25 yards out, opening the 
game’s scoring and giving 
the Bearcats a 1-0 advan-
tage with 29 minutes left in 
the first half.  

	 Going into the sec-
ond half, the Blue Dev-
ils had a new game plan, 
controlling possession for as 
long as possible and playing 

it back to the keeper often. 
The new strategy paid off in 
the 63rd minute when a slip 
pass by Moros set Catanza-
ro up on the right wing to 
drive towards the Bingham-
ton keeper and score, level-
ing the game at 1-1. 

	 While Catanzaro’s 
goal kept the Blue Devils in 
the game, it seemed to have 
the unintended consequence 
of allowing the team to take 
its foot off the gas. The 
Bearcats responded to the 
goal by dominating posses-
sion and denying Central 
the ball. Less than 10 min-
utes after Catanzaro scored, 
Binghamton bagged their 
second goal, making it 2-1 
with 18 minutes left in the 
game.  

	 The Blue Devils 
would do everything they 
could to equalize, but with 
limited time and an impene-
trable Binghamton defense, 
they came up just short. 

	 Although the Blue 
Devils created several 
goal-scoring opportunities, 
outshooting the Bearcats 14 
to nine, they were unable to 
capitalize on those chances. 
Kelly said that it’s only a 
matter of time. 

	 “We have the players 
that can score,” Kelly said. 
“We have the players that 
can finish. I think it’s just 
a matter of time before we 
put everything right and the 
results go our way.” 

	 Kelly also pointed 

to Central’s challenging 
non-conference schedule 
as valuable preparation for 
conference play. 

	 “We play a very 
difficult schedule,” he said. 
“We play four America 
East teams, we play a MAC 
team, we play a Big East 
team, we play an Atlantic 
10 team — all in prepara-
tion for the conference. The 
margins are so close in these 
games that despite not get-
ting the results that maybe 
we deserve, I think we’re 
right on track for prepara-
tion for the conference. My 
boys are buzzing. Can’t wait 
to get to conference [play].” 

	 The Blue Devils find 
themselves on a three-game 
losing streak following their 
loss to UMass Lowell on 
Tuesday, Sept. 23, in their 
final non-conference match-
up. 

	 Central will now turn 
their focus to the Northeast 
Conference and will start 
fresh with a 0-0 conference 
record. Their first NEC test 
will be against Fairleigh 
Dickinson University on 
Sunday, Sept. 28, at CCSU’s 
Soccer Field.

Blue Devils Fall to Binghamton 2-1, Still Searching for 
First Win 

By Eary Banushi
Staff Writer

Photo credit Andrew Johnson; Junior Trevor Rau handles the ball in a 2-1 loss to Binghamton


