April 15, 2026

The Quinnipiac Chronicle

A Master-ful showing
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Rory Mcllroy secures second-straight

victory at Augusta National

By EMILY MARQUIS

Associate Sports Editor

Two years ago, the notion of Rory Mcllroy
winning the Masters once was impossible. In
16 attempts, the Northern Ireland native had
fallen short of the final major trophy for the
prestigious “grand slam,” wins at the Masters
Championship, PGA Championship, U.S.
Open, every single time.

But in 2026, Mcllroy capped off a second
straight year of Masters glory, becoming the
first golfer to win back-to-back Masters since
Tiger Woods in 2001 and 2002.

But the story of the 90th running of golf’s
most prestigious tournament isn’t complete
without the moments that lead up to it.

THE FAVORITES

Entering the tournament, a few obvious
favorites littered “most-likely to win the
Masters” lists across social media, starting
off with who else but the eventual winner,
in Mcllroy. Even with the history of winning
the tournament back-to-back not falling in his
favor and no top 10 finishes in PGA events
since February 22, his “masterpiece” was
still fresh in the mind of many fans heading
into the weekend.

To add to the case for the world’s No.2
golfer, the 2025 Masters champion spent
the last three weeks trading in the PGA
Tour for an extended stay at the most
exclusive golf course in the world,
playing multiple rounds at Augusta
National in preparation for the event.

“I honestly just don’t like the
three tournaments leading up to the
Masters,” Mcllroy said. “The more
time I could spend here, the better.”

Right in the same conversation
with Mcllroy is the man that
precedes him in the official
world rankings. American
golfer Scottie Scheffler is
just two years removed from
winning his second Masters,
and consistently shows out in
major tournaments.

Last season, Scheffler placed in the top
ten in each of the four major tournaments,
winning both the PGA and The Open
Championship. He started the 2026 season
in typical Scheffler fashion — dominating
the Pro-Am Desert Classic by four strokes
to open up the season in the win column.
Scheffler has yet to miss a single cut this
season, and has remained in the top 25 in
each of his seven starts.

Along with that, the final two names
heavily favored in the 2026 green jacket
conversation bring us back to the cyclical
discussion of professional golf — LIV Golf
and its impact on the future of the sport.

Both American Bryson DeChambeau
and Spaniard Jon Rahm, full-time members
of LIV, were heavily favored to make their
presence known in the Masters — one of
just four Tournaments in which golfers from
both the PGA Tour and the LIV Tour compete
alongside one another.
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THE ROAD TO A GREEN JACKET

Before Friday’s cuts, the favorites from
LIV struggled. Both Rahm and DeChambeau
struggled on Thursday falling to +6 and +4
over par (72) respectively. Rahm was able to
salvage the Friday performance, shooting -2
to put him just above the 54 person cut-line
of +4.

DeChambeau wasn’t so lucky. Despite
shooting one stroke under par through 17 holes,
atriple-bogey on Hole 18 ended DeChambeau’s
latest pursuit of his first ever green jacket. It
capped off a difficult weekend for LIV Golf, as
out of 10 players competing, only five made the
cut to finish a combined +11 strokes over par.

If DeChambeau’s tournament went as bad
as it could’ve, Mcllroy’s went the complete
opposite. He would finish Friday not only at
the top of the leaderboard at -6, but holding
the largest 36-hole lead in Masters history.

But as it always is with Mcllroy at the
Masters, the question remained: Would he be
able to maintain that lead until the final putt?

Saturday brought that into question. Rory
only managed to shoot a 73, with golfers
like Scheffler, Justin Rose and eventual co-
leader Cameron Young finishing Saturday
under par to completely chip away at
Mcllroy’s lead.

The final 18 holes didn’t disappoint. In
the first nine, it was a dog fight between
Mcllroy and Young for control of
the lead. A Mcllroy double-bogey
seemed to secure Young the chance
to pull away, but a misplayed putt
on hole 7 kept the contest close.
With neither golfer taking early
command, Rose also spent much
of the first nine right along with
the leaders after shooting a -32
on the first half of the course.
Known for his recent stretch of
Masters second-place finishes,
including in a playoff against

Mcllroy last year, Rose was

looking to become the second-

oldest Masters winner and the oldest first
time winner in Augusta National history.

Scheffler, despite not having his best
showing prior to the weekend, also played
exceptional heading into Sunday, playing two
bogey-free rounds on Saturday and Sunday, a
Masters first, to nearly erase Mcllroy’s lead
completely, getting within one stroke on the
eventual champion.

But as the saying goes, the Masters doesn’t
start until the back nine on Sunday, and Mcllroy
showed that to a tee. For eight of the nine final
holes, he was perfect, leaving little opportunity
for Scheffler, Rose and Young to take the lead.

But it wouldn’t be a Mcllroy win without a
frantic end. After slicing a ball so far into the
pine straw on hole 18 with just a two stroke
lead over Scheffler, it appeared the Mcllroy
Masters luck of old was set to return.

But after giving everyone one of his fans
in Northern Ireland a miniature heart-attack,
Mcllroy would sink the final putt, with 71
strokes cementing his legacy with the sports’
best as a two-time Masters champion.

However, before the green jacket touched
his shoulders for the second straight season,
Mcllroy found the two people that made it all
possible — his parents, Gerry and Rosie.

“I owe everything to you,” Rory said. “You’re
the most wonderful parents, and if I can be half
the parent to (my daughter) Poppy as you were to
me, then I know I’ve done a good job.”

Throughout the day, the steady reminders
of his parents’ sacrifice littered the broadcast.
Whether it was announcer Jim Nantz
discussing the Mcllroy’s multiple jobs to
fund their son’s dream, or the fact that the
bar in the background of CBS’s live feed to
Northern Ireland was once manned by Gerry,
they were right at the forefront of the victory.

If Rory’s first win at Augusta National was
to end a decades-long struggle to achieve a
legacy, then his second was for his parents
and the little boy from Northern Ireland who
never stopped dreaming big.

One secret changes everything in ‘The Drama’

By ADRIHANNA COLLINS
Staff Writer

How well do you truly know anyone you love?

We go about our lives thinking we know
our loved ones like the back of our hands,
but then they reveal something we didn't
know about them. For most people, that's
a secret love for a TV show or a hidden
disdain for a certain type of food. But
what if you learned something much more
sinister than that? Would you still look at
them the same, or would everything you
thought about them change?

That is the issue that screenwriter and
director Kristoffer Borgoli skillfully tackles
in the dark romantic comedy, “The Drama.”

“The Drama” follows Emma (Zendaya) and
Charlie (Robert Pattinson): a couple madly
in love who are about to get married in a
week. One night at a dinner with their maid
of honor, Rachel (Alana Haim), and best man,
Mike (Mamoudou Athie), they play a game
where everyone must confess the worst thing
they have ever done. Everyone shares their
awful, yet redeemable, answers until they
get to Emma. When Emma drunkenly shares
her deepest darkest secret, she shakes the
conversation and her relationship to the core.

What follows is chaos. Rachel screams at
Emma, Mike starts searching for answers and
Charlie sits befuddled, realizing his soon-to-
be wife is not the woman he thought she was.

Next comes the breakdown. Despite
Emma’s tearful (and vomitful) explanations,
Charlie can only see her as the person he
has never met, scouring his memories for
glimpses of that ghost. He cannot get over
it, though he says he is. Charlie even quotes
Freud, saying, “Unexpressed emotions will
never die. They are buried alive and will
come forth later in uglier ways.” And they
sure as hell did.

From the moment she
confesses, the movie is a jumpy,
emotional mess that literally had
me curled in a ball within my
seat, staring at the screen, praying
it would get better. The cuts are
snappy, the angles break certain film
“rules” skilfully, and the sound design
creates such a sense of unease
that there are moments where I
literally jumped in my seat.

At the same time, you're
left literally cackling at certain
parts from pure

shock and discomfort. From the photographer
scene to my favorite line, “Shoutout Kelly,
you're going to fucking die first,” Borgoli
skillfully crafts hilarious scenes despite the
dark and tension-filled atmosphere.

The movie is the best release of this year,
and I hope it’s nominated for just about
every Academy Award. The performances,
the editing, the cinematography, the set
design and the sound are all done with such
masterful brilliance that even if the concept
doesn’t entice you, the production of the
film will.

The film offers so much to explore, both
in character analysis and for yourself. What
is the worst thing I’ve ever done? If I were
Charlie, would I break up with her? Would
the drama be too much for me?

Apparently, it was for Charlie. In an act of
retaliation after having a mental breakdown
at work, he commits a workplace violation.
Eaten up by guilt, the wedding itself goes
terribly wrong, ending in a confrontation
between the couple and a terribly awkward
wedding speech that leaves Charlie getting
punched and Emma crying as she
storms out.

Despite how awful the ceremony
itself goes, the movie ends
positively. An ending that reminds
you that no matter how awful we
are deep down, so is everyone else.
We all have the ability to do awful
things. What is important is that
we can move on from them

and be better. This movie

emphasizes the importance
of grace in a relationship.

Love can conquer all, even

“The Drama.”
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