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ASAP ROCKY flies out in style to perform Don’t Be Dumb!
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Don’t Be Dumb, Listen to the Album!

ASAP Rocky, born Rakim Mayers,
emerged in the early 2010s as one of the most
style-defining figures in hip hop. Raised in
Harlem, he gained attention not only for his
music, but for blending fashion, art, and global
influences into his image. As a member of the
AS$AP Mob collective, Rocky helped shape a
wave of rap that mixed Southern production
styles, New York lyricism, and high fashion
aesthetics.

His earlier albums, Long.Live.ASAP and
At.Long.Last. A$AP, established him as both
a mainstream star and a creative risk taker,
while Testing (2018) showed his willingness
to experiment even if it divided listeners. That
history makes his newest release feel less like
a comeback and more like the next step in a
long artistic evolution. “The Asap rocky album
was very refreshing and honestly needed after
a stale period of new music. While there were
some misses overall, I liked the album and
can’t wait for more!” Keeran Giritharan (‘26),
said.

After an eight year wait, ASAP Rocky
returns with his fourth studio album Don t Be
Dumb (released Jan. 16, 2026), a project that
reflects both his evolution as a music artist
and broader shifts in modern hip hop. Avail-
able now, the album marks Rocky’s first full
collection since 7esting (2018) and immedi-
ately reasserts his relevance in a diverse music
industry. Don t Be Dumb debuted at No. 1 on
the Billboard 200, earning 123,000 equivalent
album units in its first week, Rocky’s third ca-
reer chart topper and his first in over a decade.
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He narrowly edged out rising global acts
in a tight competition, showing that a veteran
voice still matters even as streaming dominates
music consumption.

The album blends aggressive rap,
smooth R&B textures, jazz influenced
rhythms, and even metal influences, a reflec-
tion of hip hop’s expanding palette. Tracks
like “STOLE YA FLOW” showcase his lyrical
confidence and bold delivery, while collabo-
rations with artists such as Brent Faiyaz and
Doechii bring soulful and worldly dimensions
to the record. Critics praise Rocky’s ambition
and versatility, with The Guardian calling it his
“strongest album since his debut” and Clash-
highlighting his enduring star power. Rocky
recently performed on SNL (Saturday Night
Live), delivering a high energy performance
to promote the release of this new milestone in
his career.

Instead of general themes, Don t Be
Dumb uses individual tracks to spotlight
Rocky’s range and influences. On the trap
infused single “Helicopter$,” Rocky blends
sharp production with braggadocious verses
that revisit his roots in gritty New York rap,
while the smooth, jazz tinged “Robbery” fea-
turing Doechii evokes an old school cinematic
vibe with its Duke Ellington sample and con-
versational flows.

Another notable track is “Fish N Steak
(What It Is)” with Tyler, the Creator, a collab-
orative closer that nods to their earlier chemis-
try and surfy, experimental sound. Beyond the
15 primary tracks, Rocky has already dropped

extra songs like “Swat Team” and “Flackito
Jodye,” hinting at a deluxe (Disc 2) version
he has teased on The Joe Budden Podcast that
could expand the album’s world with even
more features and unreleased material.

From a cultural angle, Rocky’s evolu-
tion mirrors how hip hop has transformed.
Genre boundaries blur, storytelling embraces
complexity, and artists are expected to be col-
laborators, innovators, and commentators all
at once. Don t Be Dumb may not redefine the
sound of rap, but it underlines why Rocky, a
figure from the early 2010s who helped bring
fashion, global influences, and artful experi-
mentation into mainstream rap, still matters in
2026.




