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Mysterious Drones Spotted
in the Northeast

On November 19th,
2024, strange, excessive
drone activity was spotted
all over New Jersey. Since
then, there have been an
estimated 650 drone sight-
ings nationally, the major-
ity of which were in the
Northeast. From the first
sighting in early January,
drones were being spot-
ted constantly, but never
in daylight. Some of these
sightings occured in Con-
necticut. In Stamford, the
drones were spotted along
parts of High Ridge Road.

A lot of concern and
speculation was caused by
these drones, including in
the Westhill community.

“I looked up and
saw a really bright light,
just above the trees, and
it flew straight over my
car really slowly. It was
very concerning because
I didn’t know why they
were here because no one
knew,” Elayna Dec (‘26)
said.

These drones were
a complete mystery. There
was no explanation as to
what these drones were
for, and whether or not
they were operated by the
U.S. On January 28th,
President Trump provided
an answer, saying, “the
drones that were flying
over New Jersey in large
numbers were authorized
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to be flown by FAA for
research and various other
reasons ... this was not the
enemy.” The FBI and local
police were not informed
of this until this statement.
The Westword reached out
to Sergeant Derisme, the
leader of the drone pro-
gram of the Stamford Po-
lice department, to speak
about this issue.

“They don’t have to
tell us what’s authorized or
not, but I’'m actually sur-
prised because the FAA is
very security-conscious,”
Derisme said. “If people
are concerned, I would
think that they would have
come out and said ‘Hey,
no worries, it is us.””

One of the many
unanswered questions
about these drones is why
the FAA banned certain
areas from drones.

“The types of
payloads that you can add
on to drones, payloads
being things that you can
attach...it 100% makes
sense that there are sen-
sitive areas, anywhere
where the President would
be, any high-valued build-
ings, and also military
bases. They can’t have
drones around,” Derisme
said.

When people aren’t
properly informed about
drones, a lot of panic can
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form in the community.
However, when used cor-
rectly, drones can be very
beneficial to help improve
the world. For example,
they can assist first re-
sponders and monitor
locations. Derisme points
out that drones are an
integral part of our future.
They are being used more
and more, especially in
police departments.

“In fact, we’re
heavily leaning on drones
ourselves. Drones are a
very helpful tool, but it
will cause alarm because
of the payload capabil-
ity and it could be very
scary,” Derisme said.
“They always say, the
technology that we know
is usually 10 years plus
behind the technology
that’s actually out there.”

The mysterious
drone situation still has no
definite answer. The FAA
could have been research-
ing the extent to which
they could utilize drones,
possibly running tests on
them, or they could have
been doing totally unre-
lated research. Or, it could
have not been the FAA at
all. For now, all we have
are many questions and
a scarce explanation for
an even more concerning
situation.



