5 FEATURE

Club Profile: Best Buddies
Namratha Kamath
Managing Editor

Location: Room 314
Meeting days: Every other Monday
Meeting Time: 2:10pm
Key words: Service, fun, friendship

Stamford’s Vision For
Zero Traffic Fatalites:
A look at the Vision Zero Project

Stamford’s government is
committed to eliminating
traffic fatalities and seri-
ous accidents in the city
by 2025.

Although Stam-
ford has a good record of
traffic safety compared
to other cities in Con-
necticut, mayor Caroline
Simmons hopes to make
the city’s record spot-
less, aiming to eliminate
road fatalities entirely
through the launching of
the Vision Zero Project in
2022. Downtown plans on
educating the community
regarding this project with
public engagement.

Vision Zero takes
a people-first approach to
transportation, since many
trips in Stamford are made
by foot, bike, or transit.
Everyone, including driv-
ers, will benefit from a
safer road transportation
system.

A plan will com-
mence next April 2025,
including “Feet on the
Street,” which are a series
of pop-up events through-
out the city.

For a safer trans-
portation system, Stam-
ford plans on establishing
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brighter lights, crisper
pavement markings, and
reduced speed limits. A
reduced speed limit of 20
mph will be introduced to
schools and pedestrian-
heavy areas.

With the project
rolling out, they’ll also
implement “bump outs”
in many city intersections
to slow down traffic and
make it safer for pedes-
trians to cross. This could
benefit many members of
the community and could
impact the students of
Westhill. Samantha Pas-
sero (“25) said, “I would
feel much safer on the
road knowing these regu-
lations are in place.”

Adopting a safer
transportation system will
also benefit local bus driv-
ers who travel from one
place to another.

Without the stress
of traffic, one could travel
quicker from one place
to another. Traffic could
cause delays to students
and faculty workers.

However, there are
doubts about the Vision
Zero Project. For example,
Stamford government
plans to add LED lights to

brighten the roads when
one’s driving. Madeline
Rosenhaft (‘25), who has
astigmatism, said, “The
increase of brighter lights
may be a bit difficult, not
just for people visually-
impaired, but also the
elderly too.”

She is one of many
with this diagnosis, and
despite brighter lights
helping our roads visibil-
ity, it wouldn’t be ben-
eficial for many Westhill
students who get blinded
by the lights.

The Westword at-
tempted to reach out to the
people behind the Vision
Zero Project but received
no response.

Downtown hopes
the Vision Zero project
will eliminate traffic
accidents and fatalities
in Stamford, prevent-
ing deaths and enabling
citizens to feel safe on the
streets.

It will ensure that
students of Stamford are
safe when traveling by
foot, bike, or bus. The
project is still in develop-
ment and will be fully
adopted by the summer of
2025.
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