
In the long email, in which she referred to her academic work, Christakis 
encouraged students to “tolerate offense” as an exercise of free speech. 
Her email prompted more than 740 undergraduates, graduate students, 

alumni, faculty, and students from other schools to sign onto a letter 
arguing that Christakis’s words invalidated the experiences of students 

from minority groups. 

The fraternity’s president denied the allegations. Dean of Student 
Engagement Burgwell Howard told the Yale Daily News that 

administrators were investigating the claim, and that he would look 
into whether SAE — which is now LEO — had violated University 

policy. 

In an ongoing campus debate over the name of Calhoun College, 
Adams called for a change, because John C. Calhoun, the college’s 
namesake, owned slaves and promoted slavery during his lifetime. 
Some students and administrators had advocated for a new name, 

such as Calhoun-Douglass, which would honor abolitionist Fredrick 
Douglass. Others called for the name to be changed completely.
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OCTOBER 28
Yale’s Intercultural Affairs 

Committee sends an email to Yale 
students urging them to wear 

culturally sensitive costumes on 
Halloween.

OCTOBER 30
Silliman College Associate Master 
Erika Christakis sends an email to 

Silliman students in response to 
the IAC email, defending students’ 

rights to wear potentially insensitive 
costumes.
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OCTOBER 29
Calhoun College Master

Julia Adams joins the call to change 
the college’s name.

OCTOBER 30
A student posts on Facebook about 
women of color turned away from a 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon party on the 

grounds it was for ‘white girls only.’ 
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At the meeting, hosted by Salovey, Holloway and two other 
administrators, a member of the Black Student Alliance at Yale 

suggested possible steps the administration could take to address the 
discourse about campus racial climate.

Salovey wrote in an email to the Yale College community a day later 
that the meeting left him “deeply troubled.”

NOVEMBER 5
Students confront Yale College Dean 

Jonathan Holloway and 
Silliman Master Nicholas Christakis 

about the Halloween email and 
campus racial climate.
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