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This Day in Yale History, 2006This Day in Yale History, 2006
March 24, 2006 / Joya talks on Afghanistan, Hashemi

By Cari Tuna

Female Afghan parliamentarian Malalai Joya criticized current 
U.S. policy in Afghanistan, as well as the presence of former Taliban 
spokesman and foreign ministry official Sayed Rahmatullah Hash-
emi as a special non-degree student at Yale, both during and after 
her speech, “Women’s Rights, Warlords, and the U.S. Occupation of 
Afghanistan” on Thursday night. 

The lecture, which was co-sponsored by the Yale Center for 
International and Area Studies and the Afghan Women’s Mission, 
drew a full crowd in Luce Hall Auditorium and was preceded by a 
documentary film addressing women’s rights in Afghanistan.

Behind the Headline
By Aria Lynn-Skov

When the News received a tip about a Zillow 
listing in Hamden with a closet of blue suits that 
looked uncannily like McInnis’, I searched through 
Hamden property records to verify the connection. 
I found that McInnis’ husband, Dean Johnson, was 
listed as the owner of the house set just over the 
Hamden-New Haven border. McInnis previously 
told us that she splits her time between the Yale 
president’s official residence and a private home.

The News’ archives have nearly a century and a 
half of stories about 43 Hillhouse, the president’s 
official residence. Today, Hillhouse Avenue is almost 
entirely Yale-owned, with properties including the 
Jackson School, the Admissions Office, and the 
provost’s house. When 43 Hillhouse was first built 
in 1871, its owner Henry Farnam (of Farnam Hall on 
Old Campus) was one of many professors who lived 
in the area. This transformation of Hillhouse, which 
had lost its neighborhood feel by the early 20th 
century, is part of what has led some presidents 
to split their time between the official house and a 
private residence.  

Read “McInnis home on sale in Hamden” on page 1.
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